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All Praise is due to Allaah, we praise Him, and seek His help and forgiveness. We seek 
refuge in Allaah, Most High, from the evils of our own selves and from our wicked 
deeds. Whomever Allaah guides cannot be misguided, and whomever He leads astray 
cannot be guided. I testify that there is no true God worthy of being worshipped except 
Allaah, Alone, without partner or associate. I further testify that Muhammad is His 


slave and Messenger Š). May Allaah’s salaah and salaam also be granted to the 
Prophet’s pure family and to all of his noble companions. 
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O you who believe! Fear Allaah [by doing all that He ordered and abstaining from all 
that He forbade] as He should be feared [obey Him, be thankful to Him, and 
remember Him always] and die not except in a state of Islaam. 

[aal-’Imraan (3:102)]. 
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O mankind! Be dutiful to your Rabb [Allaah], Who created you from a single 
person [Adam] and from him [Adam] He created his wife [Eve], and from them 
both He created many men and women. And fear Allaah through Whom you 
demand your mutual [rights] and [do not cut the relations of] the wombs [kinship]. 
Surely, Allaah is ever an All-Watcher over you. [an-Nisaa’ (4:1)]. 
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O you who believe! Keep your duty to Allaah and fear Him, and speak [always] 
the truth. He will direct you to do righteous good deeds and will forgive you your 
sins. And whosoever obeys Allaah and His Messenger has indeed achieved a great 
success. _[al-Ahzaab (33:70-71)]. 
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It proceeds that the most truthful speech is that of Allaah's Book [the Qur’aan] and that 


the best of guidance is that of Muhammad (3%). The worst of evils are the muhdathaat 
(newly-invented matters [in the deen]), and every innovated matter (in the deen) is a 
bid’ah; every bid’ah is a dalaalah (misguidance), and every dalaalah is in the Fire of 
Hell. 


It is from the Mercy of Allaah that He has blessed us with intellect, which 
distinguishes mankind from the rest of His creation. But He, the All-Wise and Most 
Merciful, did not leave us to rely upon our intellect alone in order to distinguish the 
good from evil. He sent Messengers “| and revealed Divine Books explaining the 
prescribed and prohibitions. Allaah ended and completed the succession of Messengers 


with our Prophet Muhammad Š), who did not leave anything which could bring us 
closer to Allaah, except that he informed us about it. And he 5) did not leave 
anything that could cause us to enter Hell-Fire, except that he warned us about it. 


Allaah mentions him s&s ) in the Qur’aan saying: 


“Certainly, there has come to you a Messenger from among yourselves. It grieves 
him that you should receive any injury or difficulty. He is anxious over you (to be 
rightly guided, to repent to Allaah and get your sins forgiven, so that you may 
enter Paradise and be saved from the Hell-fire) and for the believers (he is) full of 
pity and mercy.” [ Soorah at-Tawbah (9: 128)] 


As part of his Prophet-hood, Allaah’s Messenger (5) has also informed us about the 
trials, which will afflict the Ummah. And the only intelligent course of action is to 


protect one’s Eemaan and Aqeedah from those pitfalls that Allaah’s Messenger 3) 
warned us abotut...... 


The Messenger of Allaah (5) said: “I have been sent before the Hour, so that 
Allaah Alone should be worshiped without the association of partners with Him, 
and my provision has been placed under the shade of my spear, and subservience 
and humiliation have been placed upon those who disobey my orders, and 
whoever imitates a people, then he is one of them.” 1 


Narrated Abdullah Ibn Amr Ibn al-Aas “2: “I heard Allaah’s Messenger saying: 
“Allaah does not take away the knowledge by taking it away from (the hearts of) 
the people, but He takes it away by the death of the scholars till when none of the 
(scholars) remains, people will take as their leaders ignorant persons who when 
consulted will give their verdict without knowledge. So, they will go astray and 
will lead the people astray.”2 


The Messenger of Allaah 3%) knew that the only defense from the temptations of 
Shaytaan and his evil traps is the correct Islamic Knowledge therefore, he Š) said: 


“Seeking Knowledge is obligatory on every Muslim. ”3 He ŠÉ) encouraged his 
followers to seek the knowledge, saying: “He who treads a path in search of 
knowledge, Allaah will direct him to tread a path from the paths of Paradise.” 
And “... Verily the knowledgeable are the heirs of the Prophets, who leave behind 
neither Deenaar nor Dirham. They only leave knowledge as their heritage; so 
whoever acquires it, acquires a great fortune.” 4 


He (5) said: “There was not a Prophet sent to a people before me, except that he 
had helpers and companions who took hold of his Sunnah and followed his 
orders, then after them came those who said that which they (the Prophets) did 
not do, and did what they were not ordered...”5 


1 Musnad Imam Ahmad bin Hambal, no.5114. 

2 Saheeh al-Bukharee vol: 1, no: 100. 

3 Collected by al-Bayhaqee in Shu’ab al-Eemaan. 

4 Sunan Abu Dawood (Eng. Trans.) vol.3, p.1034, no.3634, Sunan Ibn Majah (Eng. Trans.) vol.1, 
p.126, no.223 and Musnad, Ahmad bin Hambal and authenticated by Shaikh al-Albanee in Saheeh 
Sunan Abu Dawood no.3096. 

5 Saheeh Muslim (Eng. Trans.) vol.1, p.34, no.81. 


Allaah’s Messenger (5) strictly warned against innovating in the religion. Jabir Ibn 


Abdullah ASD said: “When Allaah’s Messenger (3) gave a Khutbah (sermon), his 
eyes reddened, his voice raised, and his anger grew... and he would say: “...Indeed, 
the best speech is the Book of Allaah and the best guidance is the guidance of 


Muhammad Š), and the worst of affairs are the newly invented matters, and 
every innovation is misguidance.”6 


Ibn Umar (radhi Allaahu anhuma) said: “Every innovation is misguidance, even if 
people consider it to be good.”7 


Allaah’s Messenger (5) said: “Indeed, the people of the Book before you split into 
seventy-two sects. And this nation will split into seventy-three sects, seventy-two 
are in the Fire and one in Paradise.” And in another narration, “All are in the Fire 
except one.” It was asked: Who is that one? He replied, “That which I and my 
Companions are upon”8 


Allaah’s Messenger (3) said: “You will follow the ways of the people who came 
before you (exactly), so that were they to enter a lizard’s hole, you too would enter 
it. 29 

We (the Sahabah) asked: “O Messenger of Allaah! Is it the Jews and Christians?” 

He (3%) said: “Who else?”9 


The Prophet (5) strictly prohibited his Ummah from imitating the Kuffar in all 
affairs, whether it be the creed (Aqeedah), celebrations, worship or moral behavior. He 
said: “Whoever resembles a people, he is one of them” 10. It was the way of the 


Prophet Š) to act differently from the Kuffar. The Jews avoided eating with women 


during their menstruation period. The Prophet ($) said: “Do everything else, apart 
from sexual intercourse (with your wives)”. Upon hearing this, the Jews exclaimed: 


“This man [i.e. the Prophet Š) does not want to leave anything we do without 
opposing us in it!”11 


6 Saheeh Muslim (Eng. Trans.) vol. 2, p.410, no. 1885. Also a saheeh (authentic) narration 
contains an additional phrase: “And all misguidance is in the Fire”, it has been authenticated by 
Shaikh al-Albanee in Saheeh Sunan an-Nasa’ee no.1487. 

7 Collected by Ibn Battah in Al-Ibaanah ‘an Usool ad-Diyaanah, vol.2, p.112, no.2 and al- 
Laalikaaee in As-Sunnah (2/36/1) and authenticated by Shaikh al-Albanee in Ahkaamul-Janaa ’iz, 
p.258. 

8 Related by at-Tirmidhi (5/62) and al-Haakim (1/128). It has been authenticated by al-Haafidh 
al-Iraagee in Takhreejul-Ihyaa (3/199) and al-Albaanee in as-Saheehah (no.204). 

9 Saheeh al-Bukharee and Saheeh Muslim 

10 Musnad Ahmad vol. 2, no. 50. Authenticated by Shaikh al-Albanee in Saheeh al-Jami as- 
Sageer. 

11 Saheeh Muslim (Eng. Trans.) vol.1, p.175, no.592. 
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Narrated Aa’ishah (radhi Allaahu anha), ‘When the Messenger of Allaah (5) was 
about to breathe his last, he drew his sheet upon his face and when he felt uneasy, he 
uncovered his face and said in this very state, “May Allaah’s curse be upon the Jews 
and Christians for taking the graves of their Prophets as places of worship” 
Aa’ishah (radhi Allaahu anha) added: “He, in fact, warned (his men) against what they 
(the Jews and Christians) did.” 12 This Hadeeth shows the gravity of imitating the 


Kuffar that Allaah’s Messenger É) warned his nation from it, even on his deathbed. 


The Messenger of Allaah 5) said: “Leave me as I leave you, for the people who 
were before you were ruined because of their questions and their differences over 
their prophets. So, if I forbid you to do something, then keep away from it. And if 
I order you to do something, then do it as much as you can.” 13 


diy 
Abdullah Ibn Masoud “=~ reported on the authority of his father, that Allaah’s 


Messenger) said: “He, who deliberately attributes a lie to me, let him take his 
seat in the Hell-Fire.”14 


The only solution to all these trials mentioned by Allaah’s Messenger (5) is to 
strictly adhere to the guidance of the Qur’aan and the Sunnah. 


12 Saheeh al-Bukharee (Eng. Trans.) vol.1, p.255, no.427, Saheeh Muslim (Eng. Trans.) vol.1, 
p.269, no.1082, Sunan Abu Dawood (Eng. Trans.) vol.2, p.917, no.3221, Sunan an-Nas’aee vol.1, 
no.115, ad- Daarmi vol.1, no.326, al-Baihagee vol.4, no.80, and Musnad Ahmad vol.1, no.218. 

13 Saheeh al-Bukharee (Eng. Trans.) vol. 9, p.290, no: 391, Saheeh Muslim (Eng. Trans.) vol. 1, 
p.1256, no.5818 and Sunan Ibn Majah (Eng. Trans.) vol.1, p.1, no.2. 

14 Ibn Majah and authenticated by Shaikh al-Albanee in Saheeh Sunan Ibn Majah vol.1, p.7, 
no.12. 


Allaah says: “It is He, Who has sent His Messenger with the guidance and the 
religion of truth, to make it prevail over all religions...”[ Soorah at-Tawbah (9: 33)] 


The Deen (religion) as revealed to Allaah’s Messenger (5) is the most complete and 
comprehensive way, which leaves no room for anyone to introduce anything new, or 
remove anything from it. The very meaning of the word ‘guidance’ negates deviation 
and all connotations. Likewise, the phrase, ‘religion of truth’ negates every false 
religion, which Allaah is not pleased with. 


Therefore, Allaah said: “This day, I have perfected your religion, and completed 
My favor upon you, and have chosen for you Islam as your religion.” 
[ Soorah al-Maidah (5: 3)| 


Allaah says in the Qur’aan, “Indeed, Allaah conferred a great favor upon the 


believers when He sent among them a Messenger (Muhammad É) from among 
themselves, reciting unto them His Verses, and purifying them and teaching them 
the Book (the Qur’aan) and the Wisdom (the Sunnah), while before that they had 
been in manifest error.” [ Soorah al-Imran (3:164)] 


Allaah, The Merciful says: 


The answer of the faithful believers, when they are summoned to Allaah (His 
Words, the Qur'ân) and His Messenger to judge between them is that they say: 
"We hear and we obey." And such are the prosperous ones (who will live forever 
in Paradise). And whosoever obeys Allaah and His Messenger , fears Allaah, and 
keeps his duty (to Him), such are the successful ones. [AnNoor (24:51, 52)] 


Allaah, The Majestic also warns: 


Say: "Shall we tell you of those who lose most in respect of their deeds? 
"Those whose efforts have been wasted in this life, while they thought that they 
were acquiring good by their works?" [Al Kahf (18:103-104)] 


Narrated ‘Aisha , (may Allaah be pleased with her) Allaah’s Messenger (peace and 
blessings of Allaah be upon him) said. ‘If somebody innovates something which is 
not present in our religion (of Islamic monotheism) then that thing (act of 
worship) will be rejected’. [ Bukhari | 


In another Hadeeth, Narrated ‘Aisha (may Allaah be pleased with her) the 
Prophet(peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said. ‘Whoever performs a 
(good) deed which we have not ordered (anyone) to do (or is not in accord with 
our religion) then that deed will be rejected and not be accepted’. [ Bukhari | 


May Allaah guide those who believe that the Qur’aan and the Sunnah are beyond 
the comprehension of the common Muslims. Those who put substantial efforts in 
preserving fables and stories of their saints and elders, whilst they discourage referring 
to, and reading books of Authentic Hadeeth. 


O Muslim brothers! Let’s try to perfect all our deeds, and not let them go to waste. 


Surely the deeds that were shown by Our beloved Messenger ($$) to Mankind were 
divinely guided and the most perfect. 


Allaah , The Most High says: 


Indeed in the Messenger of Allaah, you have the best example to follow, for him 
who hopes for (the Meeting with) Allaah and the Last Day, and remembers 
Allaah much. [Surah Al Ahzaab (33:21)] 


This is Mercy and Guidance from Allaah the All Powerful, the Irresistible, to guide the 


Muslims to the way of his beloved Messenger, Muhammed (3) How easy things 
become for a believer when he follows this way, which was chosen by the Sahaba 
[companions of the Prophet ], may Allaah have mercy on them, and all their righteous 
followers. In this age of meteorically increasing technology, it is so easy for a Muslim 
to gain knowledge, for which the Sahaba and the Salaf had to struggle and go through 
great difficulties. 


May Allaah grant the Ummah (nation) of Muhammed (3) the ability to follow the 
Truth and the way shown by him , and the courage to leave the methodology of their 


forefathers when it conflicts with the Sunnah of Muhammed (5) and the 
methodology of his companions’ . 


Only the Qur’aan and the Sunnah will give you the Straight Path, protect you from 
pitfalls and reach you to your final destination. This is because if you follow them and 
mold your lives to the truths, values and principles found in them - only then you 
would be worshiping Allaah in the way He wants you to worship him. By doing so, 


you would mirror the Islam that was practiced by Allaah’s Messenger (=) and those 

who were able to establish it under his leadership. We leave you with the words of Ibn 
Aun !°, who said: “There are three things that I love for myself and for my brothers (in 
Islam)... 


e The Sunnah, which they should learn and ask about. 
e The Qur’aan, which they should understand and ask the people about. 
e That they should leave the people except when intending to do good (for them). 


15 See Saheeh al-Bukharee, vol.9, Chap.2, p.282 
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‘SO GIVE THE SUNNAH A CHANCE, 
YOU OWE THIS TO YOURSELF!’ 


Al-hamdulillaah, I am very thankfull to My Teacher “Shaykh Muhammed Salih Al- 


Munajjid” (may Allaah &S) preserve him & give him highest rank in paradise) for 
giving me permission to compile his Fatwas From his famous WebSite** into the form 
of books which I then put on my Website*. May Allaah give us Tawfeeq to learn from 
his beneficial knowledge. Aameen 


This booklet is an effort to help us achieve the sole purpose of our creation, to worship 
Allaah Alone. 


In This Booklet I Compile Sayings/Fatwas of great contemporary scholars of Al- 
Islaam concerning Deobandis & their Methodology. I extend my thanks to Sheikh Dr. 
Abu Ameenah Bilal Philips & Sheikh Assim Luqmaan Al-Hakeem for teaching & 


guiding me. May Allaah) preserve them, Aameen. 
In closing, I pray that Allaah), accept this minor effort toward the clarification of 
His chosen religion, Al-Islaam, as it is His acceptance alone which ultimately counts 


and to bless this effort by making it reach those who may most benefit from it, and by 
adding it to my scale of good deeds on the day of Judgement. 


Any mistakes and errors in this book are from me or the waswaas of the Satan, and all 
good is from Allaah, the Most Wise and Powerful. 


May Allaah’s Peace and Blessings be upon the Messenger of Allaah. Allaah is the 
Owner of All Strength, wal ’*hamdulillahi-Rabbil- ‘Aalameen. 
Was-Salaam ‘Alaykum, 


ER. TAWSEEFF QADIR 
September, 2014 
Sopore, Baramulla (Kashmir) 
Mob: +919996209788 

+9 18803931480 


Email : tawseef7 @ gmail.com 
*Website : www.knowaboutislamfromitsauthenticsources.blogspot.com 


**  www.islamgqa.com 


Biography 
Of 
Shaykh Muhammad Saalih al-Munajjid 
Birth: 
Shaykh Munajjid was born on 30/12/1380 AH 
Education: 
He attended elementary, middle and secondary schools in Riyadh. 


Then he moved to Dhahraan in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and completed his 
university studies there. 


His shaykhs: 
He attended the study circles of the following shaykhs: 


Shaykh ‘Abd al-‘Azeez ibn ‘Abdullah ibn Baaz. 
Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al-‘Uthaymeen 
Shaykh ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abd ar-Rahmaan al-Jibreen 


The one from whom he learnt the most was Shaykh ‘Abd ar-Rahmaan ibn Naasir al- 
Barraak. 


He learned precise Qur’aan recitation from Shaykh Sa‘eed Aal ‘Abdullah. 
Other shaykhs from whom he learnt include: 


Shaykh Saalih ibn Fawzaan Aal Fawzaan, Shaykh ‘Abdullah ibn Muhammad al- 
Ghunaymaan, Shaykh Muhammad Ould Sidi al-Habeeb ash-Shanqeeti, Shaykh ‘Abd 
al-Muhsin az-Zaamil, and Shaykh ‘Abd ar-Rahmaan ibn Saalih al-Mahmoud. 


The one from whom he learnt the most through question-and-answer sessions was 
Shaykh ‘Abd al-‘Azeez ibn ‘Abdullah ibn Baaz (may Allaah have mercy on him). His 
relationship with him lasted for fifteen years and he is the one who encouraged him to 
start teaching and preaching, and he wrote to the Centre for Da ‘wah and Irshaad in 
Dammam, asking them to let him work with them, giving lectures, khutbahs and 
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classes. Because of Shaykh ‘Abd al-‘Azeez ibn Baaz (may Allaah have mercy on him), 
he became a khateeb, imam and lecturer. 


Da‘wah activities: 
Imam and khateeb at ‘Umar ibn ‘Abd al-‘Azeez Mosque in al-Khobar 


He has taught a number of Islamic classes, in which he taught from texts such as the 
following: 


e Tafseer Ibn Katheer 

e Sharh Saheeh al-Bukhaari (Commentary on Saheeh al-Bukhaari) 

e Fataawa Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyah 

e Sharh Sunan at-Tirmidhi 

e Sharh Kitaab at-Tawheed li’sh-Shaykh Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Wahhaab 
e Sharh ‘Umdat al-Ahkaam fi’l-Fiqh li’l-al-Haafiz ‘Abd al-Ghani al-Maqdisi 
e Sharh Kitaab Manhaj as-Saalikeen fi’l-Fiqh li’sh-Shaykh as-Sa‘di. 


He gives lectures on Wednesdays and monthly classes in Riyadh and Jeddah. He also 
has two programs on the al-Qur’an al-Kareem channel: Bayna an-Nabi salla Allaahu 
‘alahi wa sallam wa Ashaabihi (Between the Prophet (blessings and peace of Allaah be 
upon him) and his Companions), Saturdays, 2.05 pm; and Khutuwaat ‘ala Tareeq al- 
Islaah (Steps Towards Reform), Wednesdays, 1.00 pm, repeated on Mondays, 6.45 
pm. 


He has also contributed to TV programs and tapes on different subjects, amounting to 
more than 4500 audio hours over 23 years. 


He has also written a number of books, including: 


1. Koonu ‘ala al-Khayr A‘waanan (Cooperate in doing good) 
2. The Muslim Home - 40 Recommendations 

3. 33 Ways of Developing Khushoo in prayer 

4. The Prophet’s Methods for Correcting People’s Mistakes 
5. 70 Matters Related to Fasting 
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6. Dealing with Worries and Stress 

7. Disallowed Matters 

8. Prohibitions that are taken too lightly 

9. What you should do in the following situations 

10. Weakness of Faith 

11. Means of Steadfastness: Standing Firm in Islam 

12. I Want to Repent, But... 

13. Problems and Solutions 

14. Siraa‘ ma‘a ash-Shahawaat (Fighting Whims and Desires) 


Shaykh al-Munajjid set up the Islam Q&A website (islamqa.info) in 1996 CE and has 
continued running it until now. 


He is also the supervisor of the Islam Web Site (islam.ws) which includes eight 
sites.He is also the supervisor of the Zad Group, which is involved in Islamic 
education and da ‘wah, with activities in the fields of mobile phones, telecoms, 
production, broadcasting, TV and publishing. 





No Copyrights 


This book can be printed or reproduced or utilized in any form 
or by any electronic, mechanical or other means without prior 
permission from the author for the sake of spreading the True 
Teachings of Islaam, subject to the following condition that 
material must not be changed nor taken out of context. 
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Who Are Deobandis ? 
Are Deobandis part of Ahlus Sunnah? Are they within the folds of Islam? 


Praise be to Allaah. 


The Deobandis are one of the groups of Muslims. This group is connected to and named 
after the University of Deoband — Dar al-Uloom — in India. It is an intellectual school 
of thought that is deeply rooted, and everyone who graduated from that university was 
influenced by its academic characteristics, so that they became known as Deobandis. 


The University of Deoband was founded by a group of Indian ‘ulamaa’ (scholars) after 
the British had put a stop to the Islamic revolution in India in 1857 CE. Its establishment 
was a strong reaction against western advancement and its materialistic civilization in 
the Indian Subcontinent, aimed at saving the Muslims from the dangers of these 
circumstances, especially when Delhi, the capital, had been destroyed following the 
revolution and the British had taken full control of it. The scholars feared that their 
religion might be assimilated, so Shaykh Imdaadullaah al-Muhaajir al-Makki and his 
student Shaykh Muhammad Qaasim al-Nanatuwi, and their companions, drew up a plan 
to protect Islam and its teachings. They thought that the solution was to establish 
religious schools and Islamic centers, thus al-Madrasah al-Islamiyyah al-Arabiyyah was 
established in Deoband as a center for Islam and Sharee’ah in India at the time of British 
rule. 


The most prominent figures of this intellectual school: 

Muhammad Qaasim 

Rasheed Ahmad al-Kankoohi 

Husayn Ahmad al-Madani 

Muhammad Anwaar Shah al-Kashmiri 

Abv’l-Hasan al-Nadvi 

Al-Muhaddith Habeeb al-Rahmaan al-A’zami 
Thoughts and beliefs : 


With regard to basic tenets of belief (‘aqgeedah), they follow the madhhab of Abu 
Mansoor al-Maatreedi. 


They follow the madhhab of Imaam Abu Haneefah with regard to figh and minor 
issues. 
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They follow the Sufi *® tareeqahs of the Naqshbandiyyah, Chishtiyyah, Qaadiriyyah 
and Saharwardiyyah with regard to spiritual development. 


The thoughts and principles of the Deobandi school may be summed up as follows: 
Preserving the teachings of Islam and its strength and rituals. 
Spreading Islam and resisting destructive schools of thought and missionary activity. 
Spreading Islamic culture and resisting the invading British culture. 


Paying attention to spreading the Arabic language because it is the means of benefiting 
from the sources of Islamic sharee’ah. 


Combining reason and emotion, and knowledge and spirituality. 
See al-Mawsoo’ah al-Muyassarah fil Adyaan wal Madhaahib (1/308). 


Because the Deobandis follow the Maatreedi madhhab with regard to belief 
(‘aqeedah), we have to define what al-Maatreediyyah is: 


This is a philosophical (kalaami) group which is named after Abu Mansoor al- 
Maatreedi. It is based on using rational and philosophical proof and evidence in 
disputes with opponents from among the Mu’tazilah, Jahamiyyah and others to 
establish the truths of religion and Islamic ‘aqeedah (belief). With regard to sources, 
the Maatreediyyah divide the bases of religion into two categories depending on the 
source: 


1 — Divine or rational: these are matters which are established independently by reason 
and the reports follow that. This includes issues of Tawheed and the Divine attributes. 


2 — Legislative matters or transmitted reports, These are matters which reason states 
may or may not exist, but there is no way to prove rationally that they exist, such as 
Prophethood, the torment of the grave and issues of the Hereafter. It should be noted 
that some of them regarded Prophethood as coming under the heading of rational 
issues. 


It is obvious that this is contradictory to the methodology of Ahl al-Sunnah wa’I- 
Jamaa’ah, because the Qur’aan, Sunnah and consensus of the Sahaabah are the 
sources of guidance in their view. This is in addition to their bid’ah (innovation) of 
dividing the sources of religion into rational matters vs. transmitted reports, which was 
based on the false notion of the philosophers who assumed that the religious texts 
contradict reason, so they tried to mediate between reason and the transmitted reports. 


16 To know about Sufis in detail pls refer to page no.47-61 
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This led them to force reason into fields where it has no place, so they came up with 
false rulings which contradicted sharee’ah, and that led them to say that they did not 
know what the texts mean and that only Allaah knows their meaning, or to 
misinterpret them altogether. In the view of Ahl al-Sunnah wa’l-Jamaa’ah, on the 
other hand, there is no contradiction between sound reason and the sound 
transmitted reports. 


See al-Mawsoo ‘ah al-Muyassarah fi’l-Adyaan wa’l-Madhaahib al-Mu’aasirah, 1/99 
Attitude of Ahl al-Sunnah towards the Maatreediyyah : 


It was narrated from the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) that this 
ummah would split into seventy-three sects, all of which would be in the Fire apart 
from one. The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) explained that the 
saved group is the Jamaa’ah, which is the group that follows the same path as the 
Messenger (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) and his Companions. 


Undoubtedly AAl al-Sunnah wa’l-Jamaa’ah, who adhere to the Qur’aan and 
Sunnah in terms of both knowledge and actions, are the saved group, and this 
description applies to them, i.e., they adhere to that which the Messenger (peace and 
blessings of Allaah be upon him) and his Companions adhered to in terms of 
knowledge and actions. 


It is not sufficient for an individual or group merely to claim to belong to the 
Sunnah whilst going against the methodology of the salaf, namely the Sahaabah and 
Taabi’een. Rather it is essential to adhere to their methodology in knowledge, action, 
approach and spiritual development. 


The Maatreediyyah are one of the groups whose opinions include true and false views, 
and some things that go against the Sunnah. It is known that these groups vary with 
regard to the truth, how near or far they are; the closer they are to the Sunnah, the 
closer they are to the truth and the right way. Among them are some who went against 
the Sunnah with regard to basic principles, and some who went against the Sunnah 
with regard to more subtle issues. There are some who refuted other groups who are 
farther away from the Sunnah, so they are to be praised with regard to their refutation 
of falsehood and what they have said of truth, but they have overstepped the mark in so 
far as they have rejected part of the truth and gone along with some falsehood. So they 
have refuted a serious bid’ah by means of a lesser bid’ah, and refuted falsehood 
with a lesser form of falsehood. This is the case with most of the philosophers (ahl al- 
kalaam) who claim to belong to Ahl al-Sunnah wa’l-Jamaa’ah...” 


(From the words of Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyah, al-Fataawa, 1/348). 
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There remains one important question to be answered, which is: what is our duty 
towards the Maatreediyyah and groups who hold similar beliefs such as the 
Deobandis and others? 


The answer varies according to differences in the persons involved. 


If someone is stubborn and propagates his bid’ah, then we must warn others about 
him and explain where he has gone wrong and deviated. But if he does not propagate 
his bid’ah and it is clear from his words and actions that he is seeking the truth and 
striving for that purpose, then we should advise him and explain to him what is wrong 
with this belief, and guide him in a manner that is better; perhaps Allaah will bring him 
back to the truth. This advice is included in the words of the Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allaah be upon him): “Religion is sincerity (or sincere advice).” We [the 
Sahabah] asked, “To whom?” He said, “To Allaah and His Book, and His Messenger, 
and to the leaders of the Muslims and their common folk.” 


(Narrated by Muslim, 55). 


Islam O&A 
Sheikh Muhammed Salih Al-Munajjid 


et ne Se 


What are the Differences Between the Maturidi School of Thought and 
Ahl as Sunnah? 


Praise be to Allah 
Firstly: 


The Maturidis are a kalaami (philosophical group) based on innovation (bid ‘ah); 
they are named after Abu Mansoor al-Maturidi. In the beginning their main focus was 
on using rational and philosophical proof in disputing with their opponents, the 
Mu‘tazilah, Jahmis and others, in order to prove the fundamentals of Islam and Islamic 
beliefs. 


The Maturidis went through several stages. They were not known by this name until 
after the death of their founder, just as the Ash‘aris!” were not known and did not 
spread until after the death of Abu’I-Hasan al-Ash‘ari. We can sum up the stages of 
development in the following four main stages: 


17 To know about Ash‘ aris in detail pls refer to page no.43-46 
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Origin: 


The main focus at this stage was intense debates with the Mu‘tazilah. The prominent 
figure at this stage was Abu Mansoor al-Maturidi, whose full name was Muhammad 
ibn Muhammad ibn Mahmoud al-Maturidi as-Samarqandi; he was named after 
Maturid, which is a place near Samarkand in Transoxiana, where he was born. 


He is regarded as one of the pioneers of the rational school; he did not acquire a great 
deal of knowledge of Islamic texts and the science of hadeeth, which is the case with 
the majority of scholars in the fields of kalaam and usool. 


Abu Mansoor al-Maturidi was influenced by Jahmi beliefs in many ways, the most 
significant of which was: the interpretation of texts that speak of some of the divine 
attributes that are classed as sifaat khabariyyah (attributes that are based on texts and 
cannot be proven by rational thought, such as the divine Countenance, Hand and so on) 
in a manner other than the apparent meaning. He also came under the influence of the 
innovation (bid‘ah) and ideas of the Murji’ah. 


He was also influenced by Ibn Kullaab (d. 240 AH) and his innovation of the concept 
of divine “self-talk” (al-kalaam an-nafsi) 


Development: 


This is the stage during which the students of al-Maturidi and those who were 
influenced by him developed his ideas further, and formed an independent kalaami 
(philosophical) group. The group first appeared in Samarkand, and worked to spread 
and defend the thought of their shaykh and leader, and wrote books. They followed the 
madhhab of Imam Abu Haneefah with regard to minor issues of Islam. Thus 
Maturidi beliefs became more widespread in Samarkand than elsewhere. 


Among the most well-known figures during this stage were: Abu’1-Qaasim Ishaaq ibn 
Muhammad ibn Ismaa‘eel al-Hakeem as-Samarqandi and Abu Muhammad ‘Abd al- 
Kareem ibn Moosa ibn ‘Eesa al-Bazdawi. 


Consolidation of Maturidi beliefs: 


The main feature of this stage was prolific writing of books and compiling of evidence 
on which the Maturidi beliefs were based. Therefore it was the most important stage in 
terms of consolidating this school of thought. 


Among the most important figures during this stage were: Abu’]-Ma‘een an-Nasafi and 
Najm ad-Deen ‘Umar an-Nasafi. 
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Expansion and spread: 


This is regarded as one of the most important stages, in which the Maturidis reached 
the peak of their expansion and spread. That was due to the support of the Ottoman 
sultans. Maturidi dominance spread wherever Ottoman dominance reached. So they 
spread eastwards and westwards in the Arab lands, India, and the lands of the 
Turks, Persians and Byzantines. 


There were many prominent scholars among them, such as al-Kamaal ibn Humaam. 


The Maturidis spread and the number of followers increased in India and 
neighbouring Eastern countries, such as China, Bangladesh, Pakistan and Afghanistan. 
They also spread in Turkey, the Byzantine lands, Persia and Transoxiana; they still 
have a strong presence in these countries. 


Secondly: 
The differences between them and Ahl as-Sunnah: 
The Maturidis divided the fundamentals of Islam as follows: 


“Rational theology (al-ilaahiyyaat al- ‘aqliyyat)” — this refers to what can be proven by 
reason, and the texts are secondary to that; that includes Tawheed (the Oneness of 
Allah) and the divine attributes. 


“Different issues of religion based on texts (sam ‘iyyaat shar ‘iyyaat)’— this refers to 
matters which, on the basis of reason, we may be certain that they are possible, but 
there is no rational proof to confirm them or otherwise; that includes Prophethood, the 
punishment of the grave, and matters pertaining to the hereafter. However it is worth 
noting that some of them included Prophethood under the previous heading (“rational 
theology’). 


It is very clear that what is stated above is contrary to the way of Ahl as-Sunnah wa’l- 
Jamaa‘ah, for whom the Qur’an, Sunnah and consensus of the Sahaabah are the 
sources of knowledge, and that applies to all issues of religion. (That is, they do not 
divide them into two categories as the Maturidis did.) 


Moreover, they differed from Ahl as-Sunnah wa’|-Jamaa‘ah in the innovation of 
dividing the fundamentals of Islam (usool ad-deen) into those that are based on 
rational evidence and those that are based on texts. This idea is based on a false notion, 
which is that matters of religion and belief may be divided into principles that may be 
proven by reason and could not be proven by only; rather the textual proof with regard 
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to these matters may be regarded as additional evidence that supplements what is 
indicated by rational evidence concerning these fundamental issues. 


The Maturidis, like other kalaami (philosophical) groups such as the Mu ‘tazilah and 
Ash ‘aris, discussed the necessity of knowing Allah, may He be exalted, on the basis 
of reason before studying the texts (of Qur’an and Sunnah); they regarded that as the 
foremost duty of any accountable person, and said that there was no excuse for not 
doing that. Rather they believe that a person would be punished for not doing it, even 
if that was before any Prophets or Messengers were sent. Thus they were in 
agreement with the view of the Mu ‘tazilah. This is a view that is evidently wrong, as it 
contradicts what is proven in the Qur’an and Sunnah, which show that reward and 
punishment only come into effect after the sending of Revelation, as Allah, may He 
be exalted, says (interpretation of the meaning): “And We never punish until We have 
sent a Messenger (to give warning)” [al-Isra’ 17:15]. 


Moreover, the correct view is that the first and foremost duty of any human is to affirm 
the Oneness of Allah (Tawheed), may He be glorified and exalted, and to enter His 
religion, not to merely know that there is a Creator, because that is something which 
Allah has instilled in the innate nature of all creatures. 


According to the Maturidis, the concept of Tawheed means affirming that Allah, may 
He be exalted, is One in His essence and indivisible; One in His attributes, and there is 
nothing like Him; and One in His actions and no one plays a part with Him in creation. 
Hence they did their utmost to prove this understanding of Tawheed, which is based on 
the idea that God, in their view, is the One Who is able to create, using the rational and 
philosophical arguments and analogies that were produced by the Mu‘tazilah and 
Jahmis. This is evidence that was refuted by the salaf and imams (leading scholars) and 
their followers, and by the prominent scholars of kalaam and philosophy, who pointed 
out that the proof presented in the Qur’an is more sound. 


The Maturidis affirmed only eight attributes of Allah, may He be exalted, although 
they differed on some of the details thereof. These attributes are: life, power, 
knowledge, will, hearing, seeing, speech and being a Creator. 


Other attributes that are indicated by the Qur’an and Sunnah, the sifaat khabariyyah 
(attributes that are based on texts and cannot be proven by rational thought, such as the 
divine Countenance, Hand and so on, that have to do with His Essence or His actions), 
cannot — in their view — be proven on the basis of rational thinking, therefore they 
denied all of them, and they misinterpreted the texts that refer to them. 
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Ahl as-Sunnah wa’l-Jamaa‘ah, on the other hand, believe in the divine names and also 
in the divine attributes, and they regard them all as tawgeefi (i.e., they are to be learned 
solely from the texts and not through rational thought). They believe in them (the 
divine names and attributes) by affirming what is mentioned in the texts, without 
likening Him to any of His creation. They declare Allah to be above any 
shortcomings or any similarity to His creation in any way, without denying or 
misinterpreting any of His names or attributes, and they delegate knowledge of the 
nature of these attributes to Him, affirming His attributes in a manner that befits Allah, 
may He be exalted. Allah, may He be exalted, says (interpretation of the 
meaning): “There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the All-Hearer, the All-Seer”’ 
[ash-Shoora 42:11]. 


Their (the Maturidis’) view that the true words of Allah are His “self-talk” that is ever 
present with Him, and that it is not heard, and that whatever is heard is nothing but an 
outward manifestation of His eternal self-talk led them to the conclusion that whatever 
Mushafs are in circulation among the people are to be regarded as created. Thus 
they ended up embracing the view of the Mu‘tazilah, which is contrary to scholarly 
consensus; there are abundant reports from the scholars that this view is wrong and, in 
fact, the one who says that the Qur’an is created is to be deemed a kaafir 
(disbeliever). 


The Maturidis say concerning the definition of faith that it is belief in the heart only. 
Some of them added that it is verbal affirmation, but they do not believe that it may 
increase or decrease. They also said that it is haram to say “In sha Allah (if Allah 
wills)” with regard to being a believer, and that Islam and eemaan (faith) are 
synonymous, with no difference between them. Thus they are in agreement with the 
Murji’ah on that score, and they differed with Ahl as-Sunnah wa’l-Jamaa‘ah, 
because faith, according to the latter, is belief in the heart, words on the lips and 
physical actions; it increases when one does acts of obedience and decreases when one 
sins. 


They affirmed that (the believers) will see Allah, may He be exalted, in the hereafter, 
but they denied any direction and any face to face meeting. This is a contradictory 
view as it affirms something and then goes back and denies its reality. 
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For more information on this topic, please see: 


- al-Mawsoo ‘ah al-Muyassarah fi’l-Adyaan wa’l-Madhaahib wa’l-Ahzaab al- 
Mu ‘aasirah, 1/95-106 


- al-Maatureediyyah — Master’s thesis, Ahmad ibn ‘Awad-Allah al-Luhaybi al- 
Harbi 


- al-Maatureediyyah wa Mawgifuhum min Tawheed al-Asma’ wa’s-Sifadt, 
Master’s thesis, Shams al-Afghaani as-Salafi 


- Manhaj al-Maatureediyyah fi’l- ‘Aqeedah, Dr. Muhammad ibn ‘Abd ar- 
Rahmaan al-Khamees 


- Al-Istigaamah by Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyah 
- Majmoo‘ Fataawa wa Rasaa’il al- ‘Uthaymeen, 3/307-308 
Thirdly: 


It cannot be said regarding the follower of Maturidi ‘aqeedah that he will go to 
Paradise or go to Hell; rather they are like other ordinary Muslims; even though they 
believe in some innovated views, their innovation (bid‘ah) does not constitute kufr. 
Hence they are, in general terms, like other Muslims: 


“Tt will not be in accordance with your desires (Muslims), nor those of the people of 
the Scripture (Jews and Christians), whosoever works evil, will have the recompense 
thereof, and he will not find any protector or helper besides Allah. 


And whoever does righteous good deeds, male or female, and is a true believer in the 
Oneness of Allah (Muslim), such will enter Paradise and not the least injustice, even to 
the size of a Naqeera (speck on the back of a datestone), will be done to them” 


[an-Nisa’ 4:123-124]. 


With regard to their innovation (bid‘ah), that varies from one to another of them; some 
base their views on misinterpretation or conclusions reached after putting in a great 
deal of effort, so they may be excused; others are mistaken in their approach in such a 
way that they may be blamed for it, so they are ultimately subject to the will of Allah — 
if He wills He will punish them and if He wills He will forgive them. 
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Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyah (may Allah have mercy on him) said, after discussing a 
group of leading Ash‘ari scholars: 


Moreover, there is not one of those scholars but he put praiseworthy efforts into 
serving Islam, doing good deeds, refuting the views of many heretics and innovators, 
and supporting many of those who follow the Sunnah and are religiously committed, 
as is clear to anyone who is aware of their situation and speaks of them on the basis of 
knowledge, truthfulness, justice and fair-mindedness. 


But because they got confused when they embraced this principle that they originally 
adopted from the Mu‘tazilah, even though they are virtuous and wise people, they had 
no choice but to persist in it and accept its implications. Thus because of that they 
developed views that Muslims of knowledge and religious commitment had to object 
to. Because of that, people divided into two groups concerning them: 


Some people respected them, because of their good qualities and virtues; others 
condemned them because of the views that they developed on the basis of innovation 
and falsehood. 


But the best approach in all matters is the middle approach (i.e., being fair and 
acknowledging both good and bad). 


The errors that they fell into are not limited to these people only; other people of 
knowledge and religious commitment also fell into similar errors. Allah, may He be 
exalted, accepts good deeds from all His believing slaves, and He overlooks their bad 
deeds: 


“Our Lord! Forgive us and our brethren who have preceded us in Faith, and put not in 
our hearts any hatred against those who have believed. Our Lord! You are indeed full 
of kindness, Most Merciful” — [al-Hashr 59:10]. 


No doubt if a person tries hard to seek the truth and learn his religion on the basis of 
the teachings of the Messenger (blessings and peace of Allah be upon him) and makes 
some mistakes in that, Allah will forgive his mistakes, in fulfilment of the supplication 
that Allah answered for His Prophet and the believers, when they said: “Our Lord! 
Punish us not if we forget or fall into error” [al-Baqarah 2:286]. 


If anyone follows his speculations and his whims and desires, then starts to condemn 
on that basis those who differ with him because of some matters that they got wrong, 
thinking that they were right after putting effort into it, and their mistake may 

constitute an innovation that is contrary to the Sunnah, then he should give the same 
treatment, or more or less, to those whom he respects and follows. It is very rare that 
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any scholar amongst the later scholars is free of such mistakes, because there is a great 
deal of confusion and uncertainty, and because people are (chronologically) far 
removed from the source of Prophetic light by means of which one attains right 
guidance and dispels confusion and doubt from his heart. End quote. 


Dar’ Ta‘aarud al-‘Aql wa’n-Naql, 2/102-103 
And Allah knows best. 


Islam O&A 
Sheikh Muhammed Salih Al-Munajjid 


ee 


Who are Ahl al-Sunnah Wa’|-Jamaa’ah? 


By: Fadeelat al-Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al- ‘Uthaymeen (may Allaah have 
mercy on him) 


Praise be to Allaah. 


Ahl al-Sunnah wa’|-Jamaa’ah are those who adhere to the Sunnah and who unite upon 
it, not turning to anything else, whether that be in matters of belief (‘aqeedah) or 
matters of actions which are subject to shar’ rulings. Hence they are called Ahl al- 
Sunnah because they adhere to it (the Sunnah), and they called Ahl al-Jamaa’ah 
because they are united (mujtami’oon) in following it. 


If you examine the followers of bid’ah (innovation), you will find that they differ 
concerning that which they are following, with regard to beliefs, methodology and 
practices, which indicates that their being far removed from the Sunnah is 
commensurate with the extent to which they have introduced innovations. 


Majmoo’ Fataawa wa Rasaa’il Fadeelat al-Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al- 
‘Uthaymeen (may Allaah have mercy on him), vol. 1. p. 37 
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Characteristics of the Victorious Group: Ahl al-Sunnah wa’l-Jamaa’ah 
By: Sheikh Muhammed Salih Al-Munajjid (may Allaah preserve him). 


Praise be to Allaah. 


It is the Muslim’s duty to follow the truth and to join the victorious group, the people 
of Sunnah and Jamaa’ah (Ahl al-Sunnah wa’l-Jamaa’ah) who are followers of the 
pious predecessors (al-salaf al-saalih), loving them for the sake of Allaah whether they 
are in his own country or elsewhere, and cooperating with them in righteousness. 


The attributes of the victorious group are related in a number of saheeh ahaadeeth, 
for example: 


The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: “My ummah is an ummah which carries out the 
commands of Allaah; those who let them down or differ from them do not harm them 
and they will keep adhering to this path until the Day of Judgement.” 


Mu‘aawiyah and ‘Umar ibn al-Khattaab (may Allaah be pleased with them) reported 
that the Prophet (peace be upon him) said: ‘A group of my ummah will continue 
victoriously adhering to the truth until the Last Hour begins.” 


Al-Mugheerah ibn Shu‘bah (may Allaah be pleased with him) said: “I heard the 
Messenger of Allaah (peace be upon him) say: “Some people of my ummah will 
remain victorious over the people until the decree of Allaah reaches them.” 


‘Imraan ibn Husayn (may Allaah be pleased with him) said that the Prophet (peace be 
upon him) said: “A group of my ummah will continue fighting for the truth, and will 
prevail over those who oppose them, until the last of them will kill al-Maseekh al- 
Dajjaal (the Liar or Anti-Christ).” 


From these ahaadeeth we may understand the following: 


(1) The Prophet’s words “A group of my ummah will continue . . .” indicate that this is 
a section of the ummah, not the entire ummah. This also indicates that there will be 
other groups and sects. 


(2) His words “those who oppose them will not harm them” indicate that there will be 
other groups who oppose the victorious group in the way they practice the religion. 
This also concurs with the hadeeth which describes the ummah being divided into 
seventy-two groups or sects who oppose the one group that is following the truth. 


(3) Both ahaadeeth offer glad tidings to the people who are following the truth. The 
hadeeth that speaks of the victorious group speaks of their victory in this world. 
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(4) The words “until the decree of Allaah reaches them” refer to the wind or breeze 
that will come and take the soul of every believing man and woman. This does not 
contradict the hadeeth “A group of my ummah will remain victoriously supporting the 
truth until the Day of Resurrection,” because that hadeeth means that they will 
continue to follow the truth until that gentle breeze takes their souls just before the Day 
of Resurrection, when many other Signs of the Last Hour have already manifested 
themselves. 


The characteristics of the victorious group: 


From the ahaadeeth quoted above, and other reports, we can derive the following 
characteristics of the victorious group: 


(1) They follow the truth. They are described variously as “following the truth,” 
“following the commandments of Allaah,” “following the true religion,” etc. 


All of these phrases indicate that they are adhering to the true religion with which 
Muhammad (peace be upon him) was sent. 


(2) They obey the commandments of Allaah, which means: 


(a) They are distinguished from the rest of mankind by carrying the banner of Da’ wah 
towards Allaah. 


(b) They undertake the mission of enjoining what is good and forbidding what is evil. 
(3) They will be victorious until the Last Hour. 


The ahaadeeth say that “they will be victorious until the decree of Allaah comes,” 
“they victoriously support the truth,” or “they will be victorious over those who oppose 
them.” 


This victory includes: 


1.Being open and not hiding: they are well-known and prominent and have the upper 
hand. 


1.Adherence to true religion, righteousness, following Allaah’s commands and fighting 
against His enemies in jihaad 


1. Victory by defeating others 


(4) They are patient and resist others with patience. 
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Abu Tha‘labah al-Khashani (may Allaah be pleased with him) reported that the 
Prophet (peace be upon him) said: “After you there will come days of patience, in 
which the patience required will be like having to hold a burning coal in one’s hand.” 


Who are the people of the victorious sect? 
Al-Bukhaari said: “They are the people of knowledge (the scholars).” 
Many scholars said that the victorious group is the scholars of hadeeth. 


Al-Nawawi said: “It is possible that this group is scattered among all types of 
believers. Some may be brave fighters, or fuqahaa’, or scholars of hadeeth, or ascetics, 
or people who enjoin good and forbid evil, and other types of good people.” 


Al-Nawawi also said: “It could be a group of different types of believers, including 
those who are brave and skilled in warfare, faqeehs, scholars of hadeeth, Qur’aanic 
commentators (mufassireen), those who enjoin good and forbid evil, ascetics and 
devoted worshippers.” 


Ibn Hajar, may Allaah have mercy on him, explained the matter as follows: “They do 
not have to all be in one city; they could be gathered in one country or dispersed across 
the world. They may be gathered in one city or in a part of it. It is possible that one 
group may exist, then disappear, then be replaced by another group, and so on, until 
the Day of Judgement, when all will disappear except for one group in one city, who 
will disappear when the breeze decreed by Allaah comes.” 


The scholars’ discussion of this group does not specify one type of people, or one city 
or country, except for the last group, which will be in al-Shaam (the territory 
comprising modern-day Syria, Lebanon, Jordan and Palestine) and will fight the 
Dajjaal, as the Prophet (peace be upon him) said. 


No doubt those who are involved with the sciences of sharee’ah — ‘aqeedah, fiqh, 
hadeeth and tafseer, studying and teaching — are the people who are most qualified to 
be called the Victorious Group, and they should be at the forefront of da’wah and 
jihaad, and enjoining what is good and forbidding what is evil, and refuting the people 
of bid’ah, all of which must be accompanied with sound knowledge based on the 
Wahy (Revelation). 


We ask Allaah to make us among them. May Allaah bless our ProphetMuhammad. 
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Are the Contemporary Islamic Groups Among the 73 Sects? 


By: Samaahat al-Shaykh al- ‘Allaamah ‘Abd al-‘Azeez ibn ‘Abd-Allaah ibn Baaz (may 
Allaah have mercy on him). 


Praise be to Allaah. 


When Hudhayfah asked, “O Messenger of Allaah, we were in a state of ignorance and 
evil, then Allaah brought us this good. Will there be any evil after this good?” the 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said, “Yes.” Hudahyfah asked, 
“Will there be any good after that evil?” He said, “Yes, but it would be tainted with 
dakhan (i.e. a little evil).” I asked, “What will its dakhan be?” He said, “There will be 
some people who will guide (people) according to something other than my guidance 
and will lead them according to something other than my Sunnah. You will see their 
actions and disapprove of them.” Hudhayfah said, “Will there be any evil after that 
good?” He said, “Yes, there will be some people who will invite others to the doors of 
Hell, and whoever accepts their invitation to it will be thrown in it (by them).” 
Hudhayfah said, “O Messenger of Allaah, describe those people to us.” He said, “They 
will be from among us and speak our language (i.e., from among the Arabs).” 
Hudhayfah asked, “What do you command us to do at that point?” He said, “Adhere to 
the jamaa’ah (group) of the Muslims and their leader.” Hudhayfah asked, “What if 
there is no jamaa’ah and no leader?” He said, “Keep away from all those different 
sects, even if you have to bite (i.e. eat) the root of a tree, till you die while you are still 
in that state.” (Narrated by al-Bukhaari and Muslim). 


This important hadeeth explains to us that the Muslim is obliged to adhere to the 
jamaa’ah of the Muslims and to co-operate with them wherever they may be, whether 
it is a jamaa’ah that is found in the Arabian Peninsula, or in Egypt, or in Syria, or in 
Iraq, or in America, or in Europe, or in any place. 


When the Muslim finds a group that is calling people to the truth, he should help them 
and be one of them, he should aid them and encourage them, help them to remain 
steadfast in adhering to the truth. If he cannot find a jamaa’ah at all, then he should 
adhere to the truth and he will be the jamaa’ah even if he is only one, as Ibn Mas’ood 
(may Allaah be pleased with him) said to ‘Amr ibn Maymoon: “The jamaa’ah is that 
which is in accordance with the truth, even if you are on your own.” 


The Muslim has to seek the truth. If he finds an Islamic center which promotes the 
truth, or a group in any place which promotes the truth — i.e., which calls people to the 
Book of Allaah and the Sunnah of His Messenger, and to sound belief — in Europe or 


27 


Africa or in any place — then he should join them and seek the truth, doing so with 
patience, and being with the people of truth. 


This is what is obligatory upon the Muslim. But if he cannot find anyone who calls 
people to the truth, whether a state or a group, then he must adhere to the truth on his 
own and be steadfast in doing so. In that case he will be the jamaa’ah, as Ibn Mas’ood 
(may Allaah be pleased with him) said to ‘Amr ibn Maymoon. 


In these times — praise be to Allaah — there are many groups which are calling people 
to the truth, as in the Arabian Peninsula (the Saudi government), the Yemen, the Gulf, 
Egypt, Syria, Africa, Europe, America, India, Pakistan and other parts of the world. 
There are many groups and Islamic centers and Islamic societies which are calling 
people to the truth and proclaiming the message, and warning against that which is 
opposed to it. So the Muslim who is seeking the truth in any place has to look for these 
groups, and when he finds a group or a center or a society which is calling people to 
the Book of Allaah and the Sunnah of His Messenger (peace and blessings of Allaah 
be upon him), he should follow it and adhere to it, such as the Ansaar al-Sunnah in 
Egypt and Sudan, Jama’iyyat Ahl al-Hadeeth in Pakistan and India, and other 
groups which are calling people to the Book of Allaah and the Sunnah of His 
Messenger (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him), devoting their worship 
sincerely to Allaah alone, and not calling upon anyone else such as the occupants of 
graves or others. 


Anyone who calls people to the Book of Allaah and the Sunnah of His Messenger 
(peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) is not of the misguided groups, rather he 
belongs to the saved group mentioned in the hadeeth of the Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allaah be upon him): 


“The Jews split into seventy-one groups and the Christians split into seventy-two 
groups. My ummah will split into seventy-three groups, all of which will be in the Fire 
except for one.” He was asked, “Who are they, O Messenger of Allaah?” He said, 
“Those who follow the path which I and my companions are on today.” According to 
one report: “They are the jamaa’ah.” 


What this means is that the saved group is the group (jamaa’ah) which adheres 
steadfastly to the way of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) and 
his Companions (may Allaah be pleased with them), 1.e., believing in and worshipping 
Allaah alone (Tawheed), obeying His commands and heeding His prohibitions, and 
adhering steadfastly to that in word, deed and belief. These are the people of truth, the 
ones who call to right guidance, even though they may be scattered throughout the 
world, with some in Arabia, some in Syria, some in America, some in Egypt, some in 
the African countries, some in Asia. They are many groups, but they are known by 
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their ‘ageedah and their deeds. If they follow the path of Tawheed and belief in 
Allaah and His Messenger, and they adhere steadfastly to the religion of Allaah which 
was brought by the Book of Allaah and the Sunnah of His Messenger (peace and 
blessings of Allaah be upon him), then they are Ahl al-Sunnah wa’l-Jamaa’ah and the 
saved group, even though they may be scattered in many parts of the world. But at the 
end of time they will be very few in number. 


In conclusion, the guideline concerning this issue is whether or not they adhere to the 
truth. If there is a person or a group which calls people to the Book of Allaah and 
the Sunnah of His Messenger (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him), and 
advocates belief in Tawheed and adhering to the Sharee’ah, then they are the Jamaa’ah 
and the saved group. 


But those who call to anything other than the Book of Allaah, or anything other 
than the Sunnah of the Messenger (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him), 
then they are not part of the jamaa’ah; rather they belong to the misguided and 
doomed groups. The saved group is those who call people to the Qur’aan and Sunnah, 
even though they may be groups here and there. So long as their aim and their belief is 
the same, it doesn’t matter if one is called Ansaar al-Sunnah, and another is called al- 
Ikhwaan al-Muslimeen, and so on. What matters is their ‘aqeedah (belief) and their 
actions. If they adhere steadfastly to the truth and to Tawheed, and they are sincere 
towards Allaah and follow the Messenger (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) 
in word, deed and belief, then names do not matter. But they have to fear Allaah and 
be sincere in that. If some of them are called Ansaar al-Sunnah, and others are called 
al-Salafiyyeen, or al-Ikhwaan al-Muslimeen, or whatever, it doesn’t matter so long as 
they are sincere and adhere steadfastly to the truth by following the Book of Allaah 
and the Sunnah, and judge according to them, and adhere steadfastly to them in belief, 
word and deed. If any group errs in some way, then the scholars have to warn them 
and guide them to the truth if there is clear evidence. 


The point is that we must co-operate in righteousness and piety, and deal with our 
problems with knowledge, wisdom and good manners. If any of these groups or 
others makes a mistake that has to do with ‘aqeedah, or something that Allaah has 
commanded or forbidden, they should show them the shar’ evidence in a gentle, wise 
and polite manner, so that they will follow the truth and accept it, so that they will not 
be put off from it. This is what all the Muslims should do, co-operate in righteousness 
and piety, and advise one another to follow that; they should not let one another down 
in such a way that the enemy may take advantage of them. 


Kitaab Majmoo’ Fataawa wa Maqaalaat Mutanawwi’ah li Samaahat al-Shaykh al- 


‘Allaamah ‘Abd al-‘Azeez ibn ‘Abd-Allaah ibn Baaz (may Allaah have mercy on 
him), vol. 8, p. 179 & p. 181 
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Who are the Ones who will be Excused for Ignorance about 
‘Aqeedah and Matters of Fiqh? 


By: Samaahat al-Shaykh al- ‘Allaamah ‘Abd al-‘Azeez ibn ‘Abd-Allaah ibn Baaz (may 
Allaah have mercy on him). 


Praise be to Allaah. 


Claiming that one is ignorant or using this as an excuse is a matter which needs further 
discussion. Not everyone can be excused for his ignorance. With regard to the things 
which were brought by Islam, which the Messenger (peace and blessings of Allaah be 
upon him) explained and which were made clear in the Book of Allaah and are widely 
known among the Muslims, no claim of ignorance will be accepted in these cases, 
especially in matters with have to do with ‘ageedah and the basics of religion. Allaah 
sent His Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) to teach the people their 
religion and explain it to them, and he conveyed the message clearly and explained to 
the ummah the truths of their religion. He explained everything and left them with a 
clear path which is always obvious. In the Book of Allaah there is guidance and light. 
If some people claim to be ignorant about things which are known to be essential parts 
of the religion and which are well known among the Muslims, such as claiming to be 
ignorant about shirk and worshipping anything other than Allaah, or claiming that 
salaah is not obligatory, or that fasting Ramadaan is not obligatory, or that paying 
zakaah is not obligatory, or that doing Hajj when one is able to is not obligatory — in 
these and similar matters, claims of ignorance are unacceptable from those who live 
among the Muslims, because they are matters which are well known among the 
Muslims. They are known to be essential parts of the Muslim religion and are widely 
known among the Muslims, so the claim of ignorance of these matters is unacceptable. 
This is the case if a person were to claim that he does not know that what the 
mushrikeen do at the graves or idols is wrong, when they call upon the dead, seek their 
help, offer sacrifices to them and make vows to them, or offer sacrifices to the idols, 
stars, trees or rocks; or seek healing or help against their enemies from the dead or 
idols or jinn or angels or Prophets... All of these are things which are known 
essentially in the religion that they are major shirk (al-shirk al-akbar). Allaah explained 
this clearly in His Book, and His Messenger (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon 
him) explained it clearly. He remained in Makkah for thirteen years warning the 
people against this shirk, and he preached the same message in Madeenah for ten 
years, explaining to them that it is obligatory for their worship to be purely and 
sincerely for Allaah Alone, and reciting to them the Book of Allaah, such as the verses 
(interpretation of the meaning): 


“And your Lord has decreed that you worship none but Him” [al-Israa’ 17:23] 
“You (Alone) we worship, and You (Alone) we ask for help (for each and everything). 


[al-Faatihah 1:5] 
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“And they were commanded not, but that they should worship Allaah, and worship 
none but Him Alone (abstaining from ascribing partners to Him) [al-Bayyinah 98:5] 


“So worship Allaah (Alone) by doing religious deeds sincerely for Allaah’s sake only. 
Surely, the religion (i.e. the worship and the obedience) is for Allaah only. 


[al-Zumar 39:2-3] 


“Say (O Muhammad): ‘Verily, my Salaah (prayer), my sacrifice, my living, and my 
dying are for Allaah, the Lord of the ‘Aalameen (mankind, jinn and all that exists). 


He has no partner. And of this I have been commanded, and I am the first of the 
Muslims.’” [al-An’aam 6:162-163] 


And Allaah says, addressing His Messenger (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon 
him) (interpretation of the meaning): 


“Verily, We have granted you (O Muhammad) Al-Kawthar (a river in Paradise). 
Therefore turn in prayer to your Lord and sacrifice (to Him only). ” 


[al-Kawthar 108:1-2] 
“And the mosques are for Allaah (Alone), so invoke not anyone along with Allaah ” 
[al-Jinn 72:18] 


“And whoever invokes (or worships), besides Allaah, any other ilaah (god), of whom 
he has no proof; then his reckoning is only with his Lord. Surely, Al-Kaafiroon (the 
disbelievers in Allaah and in the Oneness of Allaah, polytheists, pagans, idolaters) will 
not be successful” [al-Mu’minoon 23:117] 


The same applies in the case of those who make fun of the religion, attack it, mock it 
and insult it — all of these are forms of major kufr and are things for which none may 
be excused on the grounds of ignorance, because it is well known in the religion that 
insulting the religion or insulting the Messenger (peace and blessings of Allaah be 
upon him) are forms of major kufr, as is making fun of the religion or mocking it. 
Allaah says (interpretation of the meaning): 


“Say. ‘Was it at Allaah, and His Ayaat (proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, signs, 
revelations, etc.) and His Messenger that you were mocking?’ 
Make no excuse; you disbelieved after you had believed” [al-Tawbah 9:65-66] 


It is obligatory for the scholars in every place to spread this knowledge among the 
people and to make it known so that the common folk will have no excuse and so that 
this important knowledge will become widespread among them; and so that they will 
give up their attachment to the dead and seeking help from them whether that is in 
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Egypt, Syria, Iraq or in Madeenah at the grave of the Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allaah be upon him), or in Makkah or anywhere else; and so that the pilgrims and the 
people will be aware, and will know the laws and religion of Allaah. The silence of the 
scholars is one of the reasons for the loss and ignorance of the common folk. The 
scholars, wherever they are, must convey to the people the religion of Allaah and teach 
them about the unity of Allaah (Tawheed) and the kinds of shirk, so that they will give 
up shirk out of understanding and so that they will worship Allaah Alone with 
understanding. Similarly, they must speak out against the things that happen at the 
grave of al-Badawi, the grave of al-Husayn (may Allaah be pleased with him), or at the 
grave of Shaykh ‘Abd al-Qaadir al-Jeelani or at the grave of the Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allaah be upon him) in Madeenah and at other graves. The people must 
know that worship is due to Allaah alone, and no one else has any right to it, as Allaah 
says (interpretation of the meaning): 


“And they were commanded not, but that they should worship Allaah, and worship 
none but Him Alone (abstaining from ascribing partners to Him) [al-Bayyinah 98:5] 


“So worship Allaah (Alone) by doing religious deeds sincerely for Allaah’s sake only. 
Surely, the religion (i.e. the worship and the obedience) is for Allaah only. 


[al-Zumar 39:2-3] 
“And your Lord has decreed that you worship none but Him” [al-Israa’ 17:23] 


i.e., your Lord has commanded. So the duty of the scholars throughout the Muslim 
world and in the areas where there are Muslim minorities and in every place is to teach 
the people about the unity of Allaah (Tawheed) and to educate them about the meaning 
of worshipping Allaah, and to warn them against associating anything with Allaah 
(shirk), which is the greatest of sins. Allaah has created the two races (of mankind and 
the jinn) to worship Him, and He has commanded them to do that, as He says 
(interpretation of the meaning): 


“And I (Allaah) created not the jinn and mankind except that they should worship Me 
(Alone)”. — [al-Dhaariyaat 51:56] 


Worship means obeying Him and obeying His Messenger (peace and blessings of 
Allaah be upon him), devoting worship sincerely and purely to Him, and focusing 
one’s heart on Him. Allaah says (interpretation of the meaning): 


“O mankind! Worship your Lord (Allaah), Who created you and those who were 
before you so that you may become Al-Muttaqin (the pious)”. [al-Baqarah 2:21] 


With regard to matters which may be unclear, such as some transactions and some 


matters of prayer and fasting, the one who is ignorant of them may be excused, as the 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) excused the man who entered 
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ihraam dressed in a cloak and wearing perfume. The Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allaah be upon him) said to him, “Take off the cloak and wash off the perfume, and do 
in your ‘umrah what you do in your Hajj.” He did not tell him to pay a penalty (fidyah) 
for his ignorance. By the same token, some matters which may be unclear should be 
taught to the one who is ignorant so that he will come to understand them. But as far 
as the basics of ‘aqeedah, the pillars of Islam, and things which are clearly haraam are 
concerned, claims of ignorance cannot be accepted from anyone who lives among the 
Muslims. If anyone who lives among the Muslims were to say, “I did not know that 
zinaa is haraam”, this is no excuse. If he were to say, “I did not know that disobeying 
my parents is haraam,” this is no excuse; rather he should be beaten and disciplined. Or 
if he were to say, “I did not know that homosexuality is haraam,” this is no excuse. 
These are matters which are clear and are well known among the Muslims and in 
Islam. 


But if he lived in a land far away from the Muslim world or in a remote part of Africa 
where there are no Muslims around him, then the claim of ignorance may be accepted 
from him, and if he dies in that state his case will rest with Allaah; he will come under 
the same ruling as those who lived during the fatrah (time between two Prophets). The 
correct view is that they will be tested on the Day of Resurrection: if they respond and 
obey they will enter Paradise, and if they disobey they will enter Hell. But the one who 
lived among the Muslims but did actions of kufr and neglected the well known 
obligations, has no excuse, because the matter is clear and there are Muslims around 
him, who fast and perform Hajj. All of this is well known and widespread among the 
Muslims, so the claim of ignorance in this case is a false claim. And Allaah is the One 
Whose help we seek. 


Kitaab Majmoo’ Fataawa wa Maqaalaat Mutnawwi’ah li Samaahat al-Shaykh ‘Abd al- 
‘Azeez ibn ‘Abd-Allaah ibn Baaz (may Allaah have mercy on him), vol. 7, p. 132 
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Jamaa/’at al-Tableegh — pros and cons 


Praise be to Allaah. 


“Jamaa’at al-Tableegh” is one of the groups that are working for Islam. Their efforts in 
calling people to Allaah (da’wah) cannot be denied. But like many other groups they 
make some mistakes, and some points should be noted concerning them. These points 
may be summed up as follows, noting that these mistakes may vary within this group, 
depending on the environment and society in which they find themselves. In societies in 
which knowledge and scholars are prevalent and the madhhab of Ahl al-Sunnah wa’l- 
Jamaa’ah is widespread, the mistakes are much less; in other societies these mistakes 
may be greater. 


Some of their mistakes are: 


1 — Not adopting the ‘ageedah of Ahl al-Sunnah wa'l-Jamaa'‘ah. This is clearly seen 
from the variations in the ‘aqeedah of some of their members and even of some of their 
leaders. 


2 — Their not paying attention to shar’i knowledge. 


3 — Their misinterpretation of some Qur’aanic verses in a manner that was not intended 
by Allaah. For example they interpret the verses on jihad as referring to “going out 
for da’wah”. The verses which mentioned the word khurooj (going out) etc. are 
interpreted by them as meaning going out for da’wah. 


4 — They make their system of going out for da’wah an act of worship. So they started 
to misquote the Qur’aan to support their system which specifies certain numbers of 
days and months. This system, which they think is based on evidence from Qur’aan, is 
widespread among them in all countries and environments. 


5 — They do some things that go against sharee’ah, such as appointing one of them to 
make du’aa’ for them whilst the group goes out for da’wah, and they think that their 
success or failure depends on whether or not this man was sincere and his du’aa’ 
accepted. 


6 — Da’eef (weak) and mawdoo’ (fabricated) ahaadeeth are widespread among them, 
and this is not befitting for those who aim to call people to Allaah. 


7 — They do not speak of munkaraat (evil things), thinking that enjoining what is good 
is sufficient. Hence we find that they do not speak about evils that are widespread among 
the people, even though the slogan of this ummah — which they continually repeat — is: 


“Let there arise out of you a group of people inviting to all that is good (Islam), enjoining 
Al-Ma ‘roof (i.e. Islamic Monotheism and all that Islam orders one to do) and forbidding 
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Al-Munkar (polytheism and disbelief and all that Islam has forbidden). And it is they who 
are the successful” [Aal ‘Imraan 3:104 — interpretation of the meaning] 


The successful are those who enjoin what is good and forbid what is evil, not just 
those who do only one of the two. 


8 — Some of them fall into self-admiration and arrogance, which leads them to look down 
on others, and even to look down on the scholars and describe them as inactive and 
sleeping, or to show off. So you find them talking about how they went out and travelled, 
and they saw such and such, which leads to unfavourable results, as we have mentioned. 


9 — They regard going out for da’wah as better than many acts of worship such as jihad 
and seeking knowledge, even though those things are obligatory duties, or may be 
obligatory for some people but not others. 


10 — Some of them audaciously issue fatwas, and discuss tafseer and hadeeth. That is 
because they allow each one of them to address the people and explain to them. This 
leads to them speak audaciously on matters of sharee’ah. So the inevitably speak of the 
meaning of a ruling, hadeeth or verse when they have not read anything about it, or 
listened to any of the scholars. And some of them are new Muslims or have only recently 
come back to Islam. 


11- Some of them are negligent with regard to the rights of their children and wives. 


Hence the scholars do not allow people to go out with them, except for those who want 
to help them and correct the mistakes that they have fallen into. 


We should not keep the people away from them altogether, rather we must try to correct 
their mistakes and advise them so that their efforts will continue and they will be 
correct according to the Qur’aan and Sunnah. 


There follow the fatwas of some of the scholars concerning Jamaa’at al-Tableegh: 
1 — Shaykh ‘Abd al-‘Azeez ibn Baaz said: 


Jamaa’at al-Tableegh do not have proper understanding of the issues of ‘aqeedah, so 
it is not permissible to go out with them, except for one who has knowledge and 
understanding of the correct ‘aqeedah of Ahl al-Sunnah wa'l-Jamaa'ah, so that he can 
guide them and advise them, and cooperate with them in doing good, because they are 
very active, but they need more knowledge and someone who can guide them of those 
who have knowledge of Tawheed and the Sunnah. May Allaah bless us all with proper 
understanding of Islam and make us steadfast in adhering to it. 


Majmoo’ Fataawa al-Shaykh Ibn Baaz, 8/331 
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2 — Shaykh Saalih al-Fawzaan said: 


Going out for the sake of Allaah does not refer to the kind of going out that they mean 
nowadays. Going out for the sake of Allaah means going out to fight. What they call 
going out nowadays is a bid’ah (innovation) that was not narrated from the salaf. 


Going out to call people to Allaah cannot be limited to a certain number of days, rather 
one should call people to Allaah according to one's abilities, without limiting that to a 
group or to forty days or more or less than that. 


Similarly the daa’iyah must have knowledge. It is not permissible for a person to call 
people to Allaah when he is ignorant. Allaah says (interpretation of the meaning): 


“Say (O Muhammad): This is my way, I invite unto Allaah (i.e. to the Oneness of Allaah 
— Islamic Monotheism) with sure knowledge” [Yoosuf 12:108] 


i.e., with knowledge, because the caller must know that to which he calls people, what 
is obligatory, mustahabb, haraam and makrooh. He has to know what shirk, sin, kufr, 
immorality and disobedience are; he has to know the degrees of denouncing evil and 
how to do it. 


The kind of going out that distracts people from seeking knowledge is wrong, because 
seeking knowledge is an obligation, and it can only be achieved by learning, not by 
inspiration. This is one of the misguided Sufi myths, because action without 
knowledge is misguidance, and hoping to acquire knowledge without learning is an 
illusion. 


From Thalaath Mihaadaraat fi’l- TIm wa’l-Da’wah. 
And Allaah knows best. 


Islam O&A 
Sheikh Muhammed Salih Al-Munajjid 


Mixing with the Tableeghi Jama’at and Going Out With Them 
Praise be to Allaah. 


The Tableeghi Jama’ at (Jamaa’at al-Tableegh) is one of the da’wah groups that is 
striving to spread Islam and call people to it. It has played a good role in calling 
sinners and those who have deviated by spending time and money, and putting up with 
the difficulties of travelling etc. 
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But looking at some of the mistaken ideas and objectionable beliefs that have been 
quoted from some of the shaykhs of this group, some of the scholars have ruled that 
no one should go out with them except seekers of knowledge [taalib al-‘ilm] who 
should go with the aim of teaching and guiding them. 


Shaykh Ibn Baaz (may Allaah have mercy on him) was asked the following question: 


I went out with the Tableeghi Jamaa ‘at to India and Pakistan. We used to gather and 
pray in mosques in which there are graves, and I heard that prayers offered in 
mosques in which there are graves are invalid. What is your opinion on my prayers, 
and should I repeat them? What is the ruling on going out with them to these places? 


He replied: 


The Tableeghi Jama’ ah does not have a clear idea on matters of ‘aqeedah, so it is not 
permissible for anyone to go out with them apart from the one who has knowledge and 
understanding of the correct ‘aqeedah followed by Ahl al-Sunnah wa’l-Jamaa’ah, so 
that he can teach them, advise them and cooperate with them for good purposes, 
because they are very active, but they need more knowledge and they need scholars 
who know about Tawheed and the Sunnah to teach them. May Allaah help us all to 
understand His religion properly and adhere to it steadfastly... 


Majmoo’ Fataawa al-Shaykh Ibn Baaz, 8/331 


If the members of this group with whom you are in contact follow sound ‘aqeedah 
and have knowledge, then there is nothing wrong with your cooperating with them 
and attending their gatherings. 


Shaykh Ibn Baaz (may Allaah have mercy on him) was asked: 


We are living in the desert. Some of us have settled here and some are working to earn 
a halaal income. A group from the Tableeghi Jama’at came to us, some of whom we 
know personally and are sure that their intentions are sincere, but they are not 
scholars; and some of them are scholars who call us to go out to the villages around 
us, and say that we should spend so many days or weeks or months doing that. We 
have not seen anything wrong with the dhikr circles that they hold. Is it permissible to 
listen to them or to go out with them to the neighbouring villages or outside the 
Kingdom (Saudi Arabia)? 


He replied: 


If the people mentioned are known to have sound ‘aqeedah and knowledge and to be 
virtuous and good people, then there is nothing wrong with cooperating with them in 
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calling people to Allaah and teaching and advising them, because Allaah says 
(interpretation of the meaning): 


“Help you one another in Al-Birr and At-Taqwa (virtue, righteousness and piety)” 
[al-Maa'idah 5:2] 


And the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “Whoever guides 
others to do something good, he will have a reward like that of the one who does it.” 


May Allaah guide us all. 
Majmoo’ Fataawa al-Shaykh, 9/307 
And Allaah knows best. 


Islam O&A 
Sheikh Muhammed Salih Al-Munajjid 
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Critique of the Book Fadaa’il al-A‘maal 
By Muhammad Zakariyya al-Kandahlawi? 


Praise be to Allah. 


The book Fadaa’il al-A ‘maal — the original title of which was Tableeghi Nisaab — by 
Muhammad Zakariyya al-Kandahlawi is a collection of chapters about various virtuous 
deeds. It was written by the author to be a reference for the group Jamaa‘at al-Tableegh. 
This book became of great importance for them, which they read in their gatherings and 
study in their schools and mosques. It is written in Urdu, which is why it did not become 
widespread in the Arab countries; rather it is widely known in the countries in which 
Jamaa‘at al-Tableegh is widespread, such as India, Pakistan and Afghanistan. 


Shaykh Hammood at-Tuwaijri said in al-Qawl al-Baleegh (p. 11): 


The most important book among the Tableeghis is Tableeghi Nisaab (also known as 
Fadaa’il al-A‘maal), which was written by one of their leaders whose name is 
Muhammad Zakariyya al-Kandahlawi. They pay a great deal of attention to this book, 
which they respect as Ahl as-Sunnah respect as-Saheehayn and other books of 
hadeeth. 


The Tableeghis have made this book the most important reference work for the Indians 
and other non-Arabs who follow them. It contains a great deal of matters of shirk, 
innovation (bid‘ah), myths, and fabricated (mawdoo ‘) and weak (da‘eef) hadeeths. In 
fact it is a book of evil, misguidance and confusion (fitnah). End quote. 


Shaykh Shams ad-Deen al-Afghaani said in his book Juhood ‘Ulama’ al-Hanafiyyah fi 
Ibtaal ‘Aqaa’id al-Qubooriyyah (2/776): 


The leading imams of the Deobandis have books which are venerated by the Deobandis, 
but they are filled with the myths of grave-worshippers and Sufi idolatry, such as — and 
he mentioned a number of books, including Tableeghi Nisaab, i.e., Nisaab at-Tableegh, 
and Manhaj at-Tableegh. These Deobandis did not openly disavow these books or warn 
against them, and they did not put a stop to the printing and sale of these books. The 
markets of India and Pakistan and elsewhere are full of them. End quote. 


It says in Fataawa al-Lajnah ad-Daa’imah (vol 2, 2/97): 

Question: 

I am a Muslim man living in Britain, and I want to follow the path of Ahl as-Sunnah 
wa’l-Jamaa‘ah in all aspects of my life. On that basis I am trying to read religious 
books in Urdu. Whilst reading some religious books written by the famous and 


prominent Indian scholar who belongs to the Deobandi Jamaa‘at at-Tableegh, whose 
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name is Shaykh Muhammad Zakariyya Kandahlawi, the shaykh of hadeeth, I found 
in his book Tableeghi Nisaab (p. 113), in Chapter 5, a story quoted by the author from 
a book entitled Rawnag al-Majaalis. This is the story of a merchant who died and his 
estate was shared between his two sons. In addition to a great deal of wealth, the 
deceased had left behind a hair from the head of the Prophet (blessings and peace of 
Allah be upon him). The younger son kept the hair from the head of the Messenger 
(blessings and peace of Allah be upon him) and gave up the wealth to which he was 
entitled from his father’s estate, giving it to his older brother. What happened was that 
the one who took the wealth soon became bankrupt, whilst the one who took the hair 
became rich. After the death of the younger brother, in whose possession was the hair 
from the head of the Prophet (blessings and peace of Allah be upon him), one of the 
righteous saw the Prophet (blessings and peace of Allah be upon him) in his dream, 
and the Prophet (blessings and peace of Allah be upon him) said to him: “Whoever 
has any need should go to the grave of this younger brother and call upon Allah, may 
He be glorified and exalted, at his graveside so that He might answer his prayer.” This 
is quoted from the book Tableeghi Nisaab. 


I also read another book called Tareekh Mashaayikh Juththat by the same author, 
Shaykh Muhammad Zakariyya Kandahlawi. On p. 232, he mentions Shaykh Haji 
Imdaadullah Muhaajir Makki, when he was in his final illness and was visited by one 
of his followers who was grieved by his state. The shaykh realised that he was feeling 
sad for him and he said: “Do not grieve, for the ascetic (zaahid) worshipper does not 
die; rather he moves from one place to another, and he meets people’s needs when he 
is in his grave as he used to meet their needs when he was alive.” This is quoted from 
the book Tareekh Mashaayikh Juththat. 


I would like to hear your wise opinions about the above and also about the following 
matters: 


(a) Is he — the author — and the one who narrated this story still a Muslim in the light of 
this belief which is reflected in his books and his words? Please explain to us with 
evidence from the Qur’an and Sunnah. 


(b) If he is no longer a Muslim, what is the evidence from the Qur’an and Sunnah that he 
is beyond the pale of Islam? 


The Answer was: 


What is quoted in these books, such as the example mentioned in the question, comes 
under the heading of reprehensible innovation and myths that are not based on any sound 
Islamic principle and have no basis in the Book of Allah or the Sunnah of His Prophet 
(blessings and peace of Allah be upon him). No one says or believes this except one who 
is confused and blinded to the truth, and has gone astray from the straight path. 
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The claim that a hair of the Prophet still exists, and brings riches to the one who keeps 
it, and the claim to have seen the Prophet (blessings and peace of Allah be upon him) in 
a dream telling people to offer supplication at the grave of this man — all of that is lies 
and fabrications for which there is no evidence. It is narrated in a saheeh report that the 
Prophet (blessings and peace of Allah be upon him) said: “The Shaytaan cannot appear 
in my form.” Agreed upon. So how could the Prophet (blessings and peace of Allah be 
upon him) instruct people to call upon Allah at gravesides when he forbade such actions 
during his lifetime and warned against it in the strongest terms, and he forbade 
exaggerating about the Prophets and righteous people and seeking to draw close to Allah 
(tawassul) by virtue of them after their death? He (blessings and peace of Allah be upon 
him) did not die until Allah had perfected His religion by means of him (the Prophet 
(blessings and peace of Allah be upon him)) and completed His favour or blessings. So 
nothing can be added to or taken away from what He prescribed. The belief that 
supplications offered at gravesides will be answered is an innovation for which there is 
no basis in Islam, and it may lead a person to major shirk if he calls upon the occupant 
of the grave instead of Allah or alongside Him, or if he believes that the occupant of the 
grave has the power to bring benefit or cause harm, because the only One Who can bring 
benefit or cause harm is Allah, may He be glorified. 


Similarly, the belief that the ascetic (zaahid) worshipper does not die, rather he moves 
from one place to another, and that he can meet people’s needs from his grave as he used 
to meet their needs when he was alive, is also a false belief; it is one of the beliefs of the 
deviant Sufis. There is no basis for that; rather what is indicated by the verses and saheeh 
hadeeths is that every person in this world will die. Allah, may He be exalted, says 
(interpretation of the meaning): 


“Verily, you (O Muhammad É) will die and verily, they (too) will die” 


[az-Zumar 39:30] 


“And We granted not to any human being immortality before you(O Muhammad (5) ), 
then if you die, would they live forever? ” 


[al-Anbiya’ 21:34] 


“Everyone is going to taste death, and We shall make a trial of you with evil and with 
good, and to Us you will be returned.” 


[al-Anbiya’ 21:35]. 


The saheeh hadeeths also indicate that when a person dies, all his deeds come to an 
end except three: beneficial knowledge, a righteous son who will pray for him, or 
ongoing charity (sadagah jaariyah). The deceased in his grave has no power to harm 
or benefit himself, and it is more apt to say that one who is in this state has no power to 
do that for anyone else. It is not permissible to seek to have one’s needs met by anyone 
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except Allah alone with regard to that over which no one has any control except Allah; 
seeking such needs from the dead is major shirk. Anyone who believes anything other 
than that has disbelieved in the sense of major kufr and has gone beyond the pale of 
Islam — Allah forbid — because of his rejecting the proven evidence to that effect from 
the Book of Allah and the Sunnah of His Prophet (blessings and peace of Allah be upon 
him). He has to repent sincerely from that, resolve not to go back to that evil deed, and 
to follow the path of the righteous early generations of Ahl as-Sunnah wa’l-Jamaa‘ah in 
order to attain the pleasure of Allah and His Paradise, and to be safe from His 
punishment. End quote. 


It says in al-Mawsoo ‘ah al-Muyassarah fi’l-Adyaan wa’l-Madhaahib wa’l-Ahzaab al- 
Mu ‘aasirah (1/322): 


In their gatherings in Arab countries they — i.e., Jamaa‘at at-Tableegh — focus on 
reading from Riyadh as-Saaliheen, but in non-Arab countries they focus on reading 
from Hayat as-Sahaabah and Tableeghi Nisaab; the latter book is full of myths and 
da‘eef (weak) hadeeths. End quote. 


To sum up, the scholars continue to warn against the book Tableeghi Nisaab, otherwise 
known as Fadaa’il al-A ‘maal. It is not permissible for any Muslim to read it; rather 
they should focus on the books of the saheeh Sunnah, books whose authors follow the 
path of Ahl as-Sunnah wa’l-Jamaa‘ah. As for books that contain myths and lies, they 
should not have any place in the heart or mind of the Muslim. And Allah knows best. 


Islam O&A 
Sheikh Muhammed Salih Al-Munajjid 


SS ee eee 


For more detailed information about the Aqeedah & Manhaj of “ Deobandis & 
Jamaa’at al-Tableegh” you may refer to the following books & website..... 


- The Jamaat Tableegh and The Deobandis, a critical analysis of their Beliefs, 
Books, & Dawah Compiled by, Bro. Sajid Abdul Kayum 


- The Creed of Deobandi Elders Compiled by, Bro. Ali Hassan Khan 
- Fatwa-online.com under the Section of Deviant Groups. 
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Acquiring knowledge from the Ash/’aris 


Is it permissible to study fiqh or ‘uloom al-hadeeth (sciences of hadeeth) with an Ash’ari individual?. 
Praise be to Allaah. 


The Ash/’aris are a sect that is named after Imam Abu’l-Hasan al-Ash’ari (may 
Allaah have mercy on him). Al-Ash’ari passed through three stages — as mentioned by 
Ibn Taymiyah in Majmoo’ al-Fataawa, 4/72 — which may be summed up as follows: a 
Mu’tazili stage; then following Ibn Kilaab; then following Ahl al-Sunnah, chiefly 
Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal. Al-Ash’ari clearly stated his final position in his three 
books: Risaalah ila Ahl al-Thaghr, Maqaalaat al-Islaamiyyeen, and al-Ibaanah. 
Whoever follows al-Ash’ari at this stage is in accordance with Ahl al-Sunnah wa’l- 
Jamaa’ah in most issues. Whoever follows his path at the second stage is going against 
al-Ash’ari himself, and is going against Ahl al-Sunnah in many issues. 


Shaykh Ibn ‘Uthaymeen said in al-Fataawa, 3/338: 


Those later scholars who called themselves after Abu’l-Hasan al-Ash’ari were 
following the second of his stages of ‘aqeedah. They followed the method of 
misinterpreting most of the divine attributes, and this only affirmed the seven attributes 
mentioned in the following line of verse: 


“Ever-Living, All-Knowing, Able (to do all things), He speaks, He wills, He hears and 
He sees.” 


They also differed with Ahl al-Sunnah as to how these attributes are to be understood. 
The Standing Committee issued a fatwa (no. 6606, vol. 3/220): 


The Ash’aris are not kuffaar, rather they erred in their interpretation of some of the 
Divine attributes. 


Based on this, it is better for a Muslim to study Islamic knowledge and sharee’ah 
only with scholars who are well known for their knowledge and sound belief 
(‘ageedah), and to keep away from those who follow bid’ah and go against Ahl al- 
Sunnah, including the Ash’aris. This is something that is easy to do — praise be to 
Allaah — because the means of learning have become readily available to all people. 
The knowledge of the scholars of Ahl al-Sunnah is available through many means such 
as Islamic tapes, books, and leaflets; there are Islamic bulletin boards and sites on the 
internet, and many easy ways of accessing knowledge — praise be to Allaah. 
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O Allaah, teach us that which will benefit us, benefit us by that which we learn and 
increase us in knowledge. 


And Allaah knows best. 


Islam O&A 
Sheikh Muhammed Salih Al-Munajjid 


Learning from Ash’ari Shaykhs 


We are students who are seeking knowledge. We study ‘aqeedah with some teachers who are 
teaching us Ash’ari ‘aqeedah. They interpret the hand of Allaah as meaning His power or His 
blessing, and His being above His throne (istiwaa’) as meaning His sovereignty, and so on. What is 
the ruling on studying with these teachers? 


Praise be to Allaah. 


These people who interpret the Qur’aan in this manner, whether they are called 
Ash’aris or some other name, have gone astray from the path of the righteous salaf. 
Not even one letter of what these people say in their misinterpretations has been 
narrated from the righteous salaf. Let them bring one word from the Messenger of 
Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him), or from Abu Bakr, or ‘Umar, or 
‘Uthmaan, or ‘Ali, to say that they interpreted Allaah’s hand as meaning His power, 
or that they interpreted His being above the Throne (istiwaa’) as referring to His 
Sovereignty, or that they interpreted His Face as meaning reward, or that they 
interpreted His love as meaning reward, etc. Let them produce one word from them 
to show that they interpreted these aayahs and similar verses in the manner that 
these people interpret them. If they cannot produce any such thing, let it be said that 
either the righteous salaf, headed by the Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of 
Allaah be upon him), the leader of the pious, were unaware of the meaning of this 
tremendous ‘aqeedah (of Islam), or they did know it but they concealed the truth. But 
neither of these can be said of the Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah 
be upon him) or of any of the Rightly-Guided Khaleefahs, or of his Companions (may 
Allaah be pleased with them). If that is the case then we have to follow their path (the 
path of the Prophet and the Rightly-Guided Khaleefahs). 


My advice to these people is to fear Allaah and to abandon what So and so said, and to 
come back to the Book of Allaah and the Sunnah of the Messenger of Allaah (peace 
and blessings of Allaah be upon him), and the way of the Rightly-Guided Khaleefahs 
who came after him. They should know that there will come a Day when they will 
return to Allaah, when they will not be able to use the opinion of So and so as 
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evidence. By Allaah, So and so will not be able to help them on that Day. Allaah says 
(interpretation of the meaning): 


“And (remember) the Day (Allaah) will call to them, and say: ‘What answer gave you 
to the Messengers?’” [al-Qasas 28:65] 


He did not say, Remember the Day when (Allaah) will call to them and say, ‘What 
answer gave you to So and so...?’ 


And Allaah says in His Book (interpretation of the meaning): 


“So believe in Allaah and His Messenger (Muhammad), the Prophet who can neither 
read nor write (i.e. Muhammad), who believes in Allaah and His Words, and follow 
him so that you may be guided” [al-A’raaf 7:158] 


Allaah commanded us to believe in him and follow him. If this is the case then how 
can a person believe in Allaah and His Messenger in the true and complete sense, 
then turn away from the Sunnah of His Messenger (peace and blessings of Allaah 
be upon him) and the way in which he believed in his Lord, and misinterpret the way 
in which Allaah has described Himself in His Book or the way in which His 
Messenger (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) has described Him, simply 
because of illusions which they call rational thought? 


I advise them to come back to Allaah and to abandon any other opinion, and follow 
what Allaah and His Messenger say, for if they die following that they will have died 
following the truth. But if they go against that then they are in grave danger and those 
whose opinions they are following will not protect them from Allaah. Allaah says 
(interpretation of the meaning): 


“(Remember) the Day when every person will come up pleading for himself, and every 
one will be paid in full for what he did (good or evil, belief or disbelief in the life of 
this world) and they will not be dealt with unjustly” [al-Nahl 16:111] 


I repeat this advice to every believer, to come back to the Book of Allaah and the 
Sunnah of the Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) 
with regard to what he believes about his Lord and God, following the path of the 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him), the rightly guided khaleefahs 
who came after him, and the imams of the Muslims who led the people in following 
the Sunnah of the Messenger (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him), without 
referring to rational thought, which is no more than an illusion, concerning issue 
that have to do with Allaah and His names and attributes. Shaykh al-Islam Ibn 
Taymiyah spoke well when he described the ahl al-kalaam (“Islamic” philosophers) as 
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“having been given intelligence but not knowledge, and had having been given 
smartness but not sincerity.” So one has to deepen one’s knowledge on the basis of 
the Book of Allaah and the Sunnah of His Messenger (peace and blessings of Allaah 
be upon him). I ask Allaah to help us all to have faith and to cause us to meet Him 
when He is pleased with us, for He is Able to do all things. Praise be to Allaah, the 
Lord of the Worlds, and may Allaah send blessings and peace upon our Prophet 
Muhammad and his family and companions. 


I call upon all seekers of knowledge to call their brothers to that which they have 
heard, for by Allaah it is the truth. Whoever claims to have truth other than this, we 
will accept it and adhere to it (if it can be proven to be true). 


From Fataawa al-Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al-‘Uthaymeen, Kitaab al-‘Ilm, p. 
226. 


Islam O&A 
Sheikh Muhammed Salih Al-Munajjid 


If the one who knows more Qur’an holds Ash’ari beliefs 
can he still lead the prayer? 
Praise be to Allaah. 


We put this question to Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al-‘Uthaymeen, may Allaah 
preserve him, who replied as follows: 


“If he does not call others to follow his bid’ah and is not stubborn when the truth 
becomes clear to him, there is nothing wrong with him leading the prayer, otherwise, it 
is better if someone else leads the prayer even if he knows less Qur’an”. 


And Allaah knows best. 


Islam O&A 
Sheikh Muhammed Salih Al-Munajjid 
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Are the Sufi shaykhs really in contact with Allaah? 


What is the place of sufism in Islam? What truth is there in ‘religious experiences’, contacts with 
the Divine, etc.? Some people hold such phenomena in high regard, claiming the similarities 
between experiences of people from different religions and from opposite corners of the globe, to 
be proof. How should people who claim to be sufis or believers/followers of sufism be seen? Isn't 
prayer and remembrance also a form of contact with the Almighty, SWT? 


Praise be to Allaah. 


The word “Sufism” was not known at the time of the Messenger or the Sahaabah or 
the Taabi’een. It arose at the time when a group of ascetics who wore wool (“soof’) 
emerged, and this name was given to them. It was also said that the name was taken 
from the word “soofiya” (“sophia”) which means “wisdom” in Greek. The word is not 
derived from al-safa’ (“purity”) as some of them claim, because the adjective derived 
from safa’ is safaa’i, not soofi (sufi). The emergence of this new name and the group 
to whom it is applied exacerbated the divisions among Muslims. The early Sufis 
differed from the later Sufis who spread bid’ah (innovation) to a greater extent and 
made shirk in both minor and major forms commonplace among the people, as well as 
the innovations against which the Messenger (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon 
him) warned us when he said, “Beware of newly-invented things, for every newly- 
invented thing is an innovation and every innovation is a going-astray.” (Reported by 
al-Tirmidhi, who said it is saheeh hasan). 


The following is a comparison between the beliefs and rituals of Sufism and Islam 
which is based on the Qur’aan and Sunnah. 


Sufism has numerous branches or tareeqahs, such as the Teejaniyyah, Qaadiriyyah, 
Naqshbandiyyah, Shaadhiltyyah, Rifaa’iyyah, etc., the followers of which all claim 
that their particular tareeqah is on the path of truth whilst the others are following 
falsehood. Islam forbids such sectarianism. Allaah says (interpretation of the 
meaning): 


“... and be not of al-mushrikoon (the disbelievers in the Oneness of Allaah, polytheists, 
idolaters, etc), 


Of those who split up their religion (i.e., who left the true Islamic monotheism), and 
became sects, [i.e., they invented new things in the religion (bid’ah) and followed their 
vain desires], each sect rejoicing in that which is with it.” [al-Room 30:31-32] 


999 


The Sufis worship others than Allaah, such as Prophets and “awliya’” [“saints”’], 


living or dead. They say, “Yaa Jeelaani”, “Yaa Rifaa’1” [calling on their awliya’], or 
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“O Messenger of Allaah, help and save” or “O Messenger of Allaah, our dependence is 
on you”, etc. 


But Allaah forbids us to call on anyone except Him in matters that are beyond the 
person's capabilities. If a person does this, Allaah will count him as a mushrik, as He 
says (interpretation of the meaning): 


“And invoke not, besides Allaah, any that will neither profit you, nor hurt you, but if 
(in case) you did so, you shall certainly be one of the zaalimoon (polytheists and 
wrongdoers).” [Yoonus 10:106] 


The Sufis believe that there are abdaal, aqtaab and awliya’ (kinds of “saints”) to whom 
Allaah has given the power to run the affairs of the universe. Allaah tells us about the 
mushrikeen (interpretation of the meaning): 


“Say [O Muhammad]: ‘...And who disposes the affairs?’ They will say. ‘Allaah.’...” 
[Yoonus 10:31] 


The mushrik Arabs knew more about Allaah than these Sufis! 


The Sufis turn to other than Allaah when calamity strikes, but Allaah says 
(interpretation of the meaning): 


“And if Allaah touches you with harm, none can remove it but He, and if He touches 
you with good, then He is Able to do all things.” [al-An’aam 6:17] 


Some Sufis believe in wahdat al-wujood (unity of existence). They do not have the 
idea of a Creator and His creation, instead they say that everything is creation and 
everything is god. 

The Sufis advocate extreme asceticism in this life and do not believe in taking the 


necessary means or in jihaad, but Allaah says (interpretation of the meaning): 


“But seek with that (wealth) which Allaah has bestowed on you, the home of the 
Hereafter, and forget not your portion of legal enjoyment in this world...” 
[al-Qasas 28:77] 


“And make ready against them all that you can of power...” [al-Anfaal 8:60] 


The Sufis refer the idea of ihsaan to their shaykhs and tell their followers to have a 
picture of their shaykh in mind when they remember Allaah and even when they are 
praying. Some of them even put a picture of their shaykh in front of them when they 
are praying. The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “Ihsaan is 
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when you worship Allaah as if you can see Him, and although you cannot see Him, He 
can see you.” (Reported by Muslim). 


The Sufis allow dancing, drums and musical instruments, and raising the voice when 
making dhikr, but Allaah says (interpretation of the meaning): 


“The believers are only those who, when Allaah is mentioned, feel a fear in their 
hearts...” [al-Anfaal 8:2] 


Moreover, you see some of them making dhikr by only pronouncing the Name of 
Allaah, saying, “Allaah, Allaah, Allaah.” This is bid’ah and has no meaning in Islam. 
They even go to the extreme of saying, “Ah, ah” or “Hu, Hu.” The Sunnah is for the 
Muslim to remember his Lord in words that have a true meaning for which he will be 
rewarded, such as saying Subhaan Allaah wa Alhamdulillah wa Laa ilaaha illa Allaah 
wa Allaahu akbar, and so on. 


The Sufis recite love poems mentioning the names of women and boys in their dhikr 
gatherings, and they repeat words such as “love”, “passion”, “desire” and so on, as if 
they are in a gathering where people dance and drink wine and clap and shout. All of 
this has to do with the customs and acts of worship of the mushrikeen. Allaah says 


(interpretation of the meaning): 


“Their salaah (prayer) at the House (of Allaah, i.e., the Ka’bah at Makkah) was 
nothing but whistling and clapping of hands...”  [al-Anfaal 8:35] 


Some Sufis pierce themselves with rods of iron, saying, “O my grandfather!” So the 
shayaateen come to them and help them, because they are seeking the help of someone 
other than Allaah . Allaah says (interpretation of the meaning): 


“And whosoever turns away (blinds himself) from the remembrance of the Most 
Beneficent (Allaah), We appoint for him a shaytaan (devil) to be a gareen (intimate 
companion) for him.” [al-Zukhruf 43:36] 


The Sufis claim to have gnosis and knowledge of the unseen, but the Qur’aan shows 
them to be liars. Allaah says (interpretation of the meaning): 


“Say. ‘None in the heavens and the earth knows the ghayb (unseen) except Allaah...” 
[al-Naml 27:65] 


The Sufis claim that Allaah created the world for the sake of Muhammad (peace and 
blessings of Allaah be upon him), but the Qur’aan shows them to be liars. Allaah says 
(interpretation of the meaning): 
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“And I (Allaah) created not the jinns and humans except they should worship Me 
(Alone). ” [al-Dhaariyaat 51:56] 


Allaah, may He be glorified and exalted, addressed His Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allaah be upon him) with the words (interpretation of the meaning): 


“And worship your Lord until there comes unto the certainty (i.e., death). ” 
[al-Hijr 15:99] 


The Sufis claim that they can see Allaah in this life, but the Qur’aan shows them to be 
liars. Allaah says (interpretation of the meaning): 


“[Moosa said:] ‘O my Lord! Show me (Yourself), that I may look upon You.’ Allaah 
said, ‘You cannot see Me...’” [al-A’raaf 7:143] 


The Sufis claim that they take knowledge directly from Allaah, without the mediation 
of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) and in a conscious state (as 
opposed to dreams). So are they better than the Sahaabah?? 


The Sufis claim that they take knowledge directly from Allaah, without the mediation 
of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him). They say, ““Haddathani 
qalbi ‘an Rabbi (My heart told me from my Lord).” 


The Sufis celebrate Mawlid and hold gatherings for sending blessings on the Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him), but they go against his teachings by 
raising their voices in dhikr and anaasheed (religious songs) and qaseedahs (poems) 
that contain blatant shirk. Did the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) 
celebrate his birthday? Did Abu Bakr, ‘Umar, ‘Uthman, ‘Ali, the four imaams or 
anyone else celebrate his birthday? Who knows more and is more correct in worship, 
the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) and the Salaf, or the Sufis? 


The Sufis travel to visit graves and seek blessings from their occupants or to make 
tawaaf (ritual circumambulation) around them or to make sacrifices at these sites, all of 
which goes against the teachings of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon 
him): “Do not travel to visit any place but three mosques: al-Masjid al-Haraam [in 
Makkah], this mosque of mine [in Madeenah] and al-Masjid al-Aqsa [in Jerusalem].” 
(Agreed upon). 


The Sufis are blindly loyal to their shaykhs, even when what they go against the words 
of Allaah and His Messenger. But Allaah, may He be exalted, says (interpretation of 
the meaning): 
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“O you who believe! Do not put (yourselves) forward before Allaah and His 
Messenger...” [al-Hujuraat 49:1] 


The Sufis use talismans, letters and numbers for making decisions and for making 
amulets and charms and so on. 


The Sufis do not restrict themselves to the specific blessings on the Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allaah be upon him) that were narrated from him. They invented new 
formulas that involve seeking his blessings and other kinds of blatant shirk which are 
unacceptable to the one on whom they are sending blessings. 


With regard to the question of the whether the Sufi shaykhs have some kind of 
contact, this is true, but their contact is with the shayaateen, not with Allaah, so they 
inspire one another with adorned speech as a delusion (or by way of deception), as 
Allaah says (interpretation of the meaning): 


“And so We have appointed for every Prophet enemies — shayaateen (devils) among 
mankind and jinns, inspiring one another with adorned speech as a delusion (or by 
way of deception). If your Lord had so willed, they would not have done it...” 
[al-An’aam 6:112] 


And Allaah says (interpretation of the meaning): 


“... And, certainly, the shayaateen (devils) do inspire their friends (from mankind)...” 
[al-An’aam 6:121] 


“Shall I inform you (O people!) upon whom the shayaateen (devils) descend? 
They descend on every lying, sinful person.” [al-Shu’ara 221-222] 


This is the contact that is real, not the contact that they falsely claim to have with 
Allaah. Exalted be Allaah far above that. (See Mu jam al-Bida’, 346 —359). 


When some of these Sufi shaykhs disappear suddenly from the sight of their followers, 
this is the result of their contact with the shayaateen, who may even carry them to a 
distant place and bring them back in the same day or night, to mislead their human 
followers. 


So the important rule here is not to judge people by the extraordinary feats that they 
may do. We should judge them by how closely or otherwise they adhere to the 
Qur’aan and Sunnah. The true friends of Allaah (awltya’) are not necessarily known 
for performing astounding feats. On the contrary, they are the ones who worship 
Allaah in the manner that He has prescribed, and not by doing acts of bid’ah. The true 
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awliya’ or friends of Allaah are those whom our Lord has described in the hadeeth 
qudsi narrated by al-Bukhaari in his Saheeh (5/2384) from Abu Hurayrah, who said: 


The Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “Allaah 
said, ‘Whoever shows enmity towards a friend (wali) of Mine, I declare war against 
him. My slave does not draw close to Me with anything more loved by Me than the 
religious duties that I have enjoined on him, and My slave continues to draw close to 
Me with supererogatory (naafil) acts, so that I will love him. When I love him, I am his 
hearing with which he hears, his seeing with which he sees, his hand with which he 
strikes and his foot with which he walks. Were he to ask [something] of Me, I would 
surely give it to him, and were he to ask Me for refuge, I would surely grant him it.’” 


And Allaah is the Source of Strength and the Guide to the Straight Path. 


Islam O&A 
Sheikh Muhammed Salih Al-Munajjid 


Sufi Tareeqahs and the Ruling on Joining them 


In the sufis thariqa' there was a term call syari'a,thariqa',haqiqa' and ma'rifah.Is this term really 
have been tought by Prophet Muhammad (pbuh)to his companion according to the definition by 
the thariqa' it self. 


Praise be to Allaah. 


We must understand that the word al-soofiyyah (Sufism) refers to wearing woollen 
clothes [the Arabic word soof means “wool’’] and nothing else. 


Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyah (may Allaah have mercy on him) said: 


The word al-soofiyyah (Sufism) refers to wearing woollen clothes; this is the correct 
meaning. It was said that it comes from the word safwat al-fugaha’ (the elite of the 
fuqaha’) or from Soofah ibn Add ibn Taanijah, an Arab tribe that was known for its 
asceticism, or from Ahl al-Suffah (poor Muslims in Madeenah at the time of the 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) who used to stay in the mosque), 
or from al-Safa (the mountain in Makkah), or from the word al-safwah (meaning elite), 
or from the phrase al-saff al-muqaddam bayna yaday Allaah (the foremost rank before 
Allaah). All of these views are weak (da’eef); if any of them were true then the word 
would be saffi or safaa’i or safawi, not sufi. 


Majmoo’ al-Fataawa, 11/195 


Sufism (Tasawwuf) did not appear until after the first three generations which the 
Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) praised when he 
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said, “The best of mankind is my generation, then those who come after them, then 
those who come after them...” (narrated by al-Bukhaari, 2652; Muslim, 2533; from the 
hadeeth of Ibn Mas’ood). 


Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyah (may Allaah have mercy on him) said: 


With regard to the word soofiyyah (Sufism), it was not known during the first three 
generations, rather it became known after that. 


Majmoo’ al-Fataawa, 11/5 


This tareeqah and its like are among the innovated ways that go against the Qur’aan 
and Sunnah and the way followed by the best generations. All the shaykhs of these 
tareeqahs have made up their own wirds (phrases to be uttered as dhikr), hizb (books 
of du’aa’ to be read daily by their followers) and ways of worship by which each of 
them may be distinguished from the others; this goes against sharee’ah and divides the 
ummah. 


Allaah has blessed this ummah by perfecting its religion and completing His Favour 
upon it, so everyone who comes up with an act of worship or a way that was not 
brought by sharee’ah is effectively rejecting what Allaah has said and accusing the 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) of betraying the trust. 


Along with this innovation of theirs, they may also be lying by claiming that they 
received their tareeqah from the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him), 
or that they are following the path and guidance of the Rightly-Guided Caliphs (al- 
khulafa’ al-raashideen). 


The scholars of the Standing Committee were asked: 


Is there any such thing in Islam as the numerous tareeqahs like the Shaadhilyyah, 
Khalwatiyyah etc? If there is such a thing, what is the evidence for that? What is the 
meaning of the verses in which Allaah says (interpretation of the meaning): 


“And verily, this is My straight path, so follow it, and follow not (other) paths, for they 
will separate you away from His path. This He has ordained for you that you may 
become Al-Muttaqoon (the pious)” [al-An’aam 6:153] 


“And upon Allaah is the responsibility to explain the Straight Path. But there are ways 
that turn aside (such as Paganism, Judaism, Christianity). And had He willed, He 
would have guided you all (mankind)” [al-Nahl 16:9] 


What are the ways that separate people from the path of Allaah, and what is the way of 
Allaah? What is the meaning of the hadeeth narrated by Ibn Mas’ood, according to 
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which the Messenger (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) drew a line and 
said, “This is the path of guidance,” then he drew lines to its right and another to its 
left and said, “These are other paths and on each path there is a devil calling people to 
it”? 


They answered: 


There is no such thing in Islam as the tareeqahs that you mentioned, or anything else 
like them. What there is in Islam is what is indicated by the two verses and the hadeeth 
that you quoted, and what was indicated by the hadeeth in which the Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “The Jews split into seventy-one sects, and 
the Christians split into seventy-two sects. My ummah will split into seventy-three 
sects, all of which will be in Hell except one.” It was asked, “Who are they, O 
Messenger of Allaah?” He said, “Those who follow the same path as I and my 
companions are on today.” And he (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said, 
“A group among my ummah will continue to follow the truth and to be victorious, and 
they will not be harmed by those who forsake them or oppose them, until the command 
of Allaah comes to pass when they are like that.” The truth lies in following the 
Qur’aan and the saheeh, unambiguous Sunnah of the Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allaah be upon him). This is the path of Allaah, this is the Straight Path. This is the 
straight line mentioned in the hadeeth of Ibn Mas’ood, and this is what was followed 
by the companions of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) (may 
Allaah be pleased with them and with their followers among the early generations 
(salaf) of this ummah, and with those who follow their path). All other tareeqahs or 
groups are the paths mentioned in the verse (interpretation of the meaning): 


“... and follow not (other) paths, for they will separate you away from His path...” 
[al-An’aam 6:153] 


Fataawa al-Lajnah al-Daa’imah, 2/283, 284 
And Allaah knows best. 


Islam O&A 
Sheikh Muhammed Salih Al-Munajjid 
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Sufi Formulas and Bid’ah 


In your ‘Innovations’ sections, you say it's bidah to recite, say a 100 times or something, suras 
hoping for reward. After reading a Sufi book by Hakim Moinuddin Chishti called 'Sufi Healing", | saw 
that it justified using such formulas by saying that the formulas and other things had been inspired 
by Allah through dreams or etc. to certain Muslims who were very close to Allah. Would this make it 
a part of Shariah? How can we know that they are being truthful? Is this acceptable in Islam? 


Praise be to Allaah. 


1. Allaah described His awliyvaa’ (close friends) as having two characteristics: Eemaan 
(faith) and Taqwa (piety, awareness of Allaah). Allaah says (interpretation of the 
meaning): 


“No doubt! Verily, the Awliyaa’ of Allaah [i.e., those who believe in the Oneness of 
Allaah and fear Allaah much and love Allaah much], nor fear shall be upon them nor 
shall they grieve, - those who believe (in the Oneness of Allaah) and used to fear 
Allaah much” [Yoonus 10:62-63] 


2. The true awliyaa’ of Allaah do not go against what the Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allaah be upon him) brought. The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon 
him) warned against innovated matters in religion, because Allaah has perfected His 
religion and completed His favour upon His slaves. Allaah says (interpretation of the 
meaning): 


“This day, I have perfected your religion for you, completed My Favour upon you, and 
have chosen for you Islam as your religion” [al-Maa’idah 5:3]. 


The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “Whoever innovates 
something in this matter of ours [i.e., Islam] that is not a part of it, will have it 
rejected.” 


3. Therefore one can distinguish between the walee (close friend) of Allaah and the 
walee of the Shaytaan, by looking at the person’s character, behaviour and religious 
commitment — does he pray regularly in jamaa’ah in the mosque, for example? Does 
he avoid wrongfully consuming people’s property? Does he avoid going against Islam 
by either adding or taking away anything? And so on... 


4. It is not permissible for a Muslim to innovate any dhikr to recite regularly or to 
tell others to do so — such as awraad/wird, ma’thooraat or du’aas. The adhkaar that 
were reported in the saheeh Sunnah are sufficient for this, otherwise a person is an 
innovator or one who calls others to bid’ah. The Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allaah be upon him) said: “Whoever innovates something in this matter of ours [1.e., 
Islam] that is not a part of it, will have it rejected.” (Narrated by Al-Bukhaari, 2550; 
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Muslim, 1718). According to a report narrated by Muslim: “Whoever does any action 
that is not in accordance with this matter of ours (i.e., Islam) will have it rejected.” 


Ibn Rajab Al-Hanbali (may Allaah have mercy on him) said: 


“This hadeeth represents one of the most important principles in Islam. It is like a scale 
against which the external appearances of deeds are measured, just as the hadeeth 
“Actions are but by intention” is the scale against which the inner motivations of 
actions are measured. Just as every deed which is not done for the sake of Allaah will 
bring no reward for the one who does it, so also every deed which is not in accordance 
with the way of Allaah and His Messenger will be rejected and thrown back at the one 
who does it. Anyone who innovates new things in the religion and does things for 
which Allaah and His Messenger have not granted permission, this is not a part of the 
religion at all.” (Jaami’ al-‘Uloom wa’l-Hukam, 1/180). 


Al-Nawawi (may Allaah have mercy on him) said: 


“This hadeeth is one of the most important basic principles of Islam, and it is one of 
the most concise and comprehensive sayings of the Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allaah be upon him). It clearly states that innovations and newly invented matters will 
be rejected. The second report adds another idea, which is that some of those who 
follow the innovations of others may become stubborn when they are presented with 
the evidence of the first report which says, “Whoever innovates something...” They 
may say, “I am not innovating anything”. But he may in this case be presented with the 
evidence of the second report, which says, “Whoever does any action...” This clearly 
shows that all innovated actions will be rejected, whether the one who does them 
innovates them himself or is following someone else who innovated it... This hadeeth 
is one that should be learned by heart and used to denounce evil actions and be spread 
as evidence so that all people may use it.” (Sharh Muslim, 12/16). 


5. Shaykh al-Islam [Ibn Taymiyah] (may Allaah have mercy on him) said: 


“No doubt adhkaar and du’aa’s are among the best forms of worship, and worship is 
one of the matters in which there is no room for personal opinions — we have to follow 
what the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) did and taught, not our 
own whims and desires or innovations. The du’aa’s and adhkaar of the Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allaah be upon him) are the best that anyone could find. The one who 
follows this way will be safe and sound, and the benefits and positive results that he 
will gain are beyond description. Any other du’aa’s and adhkaar may be haraam or 
they may be makrooh; they may involve shirk even though most people do not realize 
that — the details of this would take too long to explain here. 


No one has the right to teach the people any kinds of du’aa’s or adhkaar apart from 
those that are mentioned in the Sunnah, or to make it a kind of regular worship which 
he expects the people to do regularly as they do the five daily prayers — this is the 
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innovation in religion which Allaah does not allow... As for adopting a wird or 
regularly reciting a dhikr that is not prescribed in sharee’ah, this is one of the things 
that is not allowed. The du’aa’s and adhkaar prescribed by sharee’ah are the best that 
anyone could ever hope to find, and no one ignores them in favour of newly-invented, 
innovated adhkaar except one who is ignorant, negligent or a wrongdoer.” (Majmoo’ 
al-Fataawa, 22/510-511). 


And Allaah knows best. 


Islam O&A 
Sheikh Muhammed Salih Al-Munajjid 


Weak and Fabricated Ahaadeeth Narrated by the Sufis 
Praise be to Allaah. 


Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyah was asked about the words which were narrated from 
the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him), “My heaven and my earth 
could not contain Me, but the heart of My believing slave contains Me”? 


He replied: 
Praise be to Allaah. 


What they mentioned is from the /sraa’eeliyyaat [reports narrated from Jewish 
sources], no isnaad is known for it from the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be 
upon him). What it means is that Allaah puts love and knowledge of Himself in the 
heart of His slave. 


The report, “The heart is the house of the Lord” is like the first report. The heart is the 
home or seat of faith in Allaah and of knowledge and love of Him. 


They reported the words, “J was an unknown treasure and I wanted to be known, so 
I created mankind and taught them about Myself so that they would know Me.” 
These are not the words of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him), 
and I know of no isnaad for this, either saheeh (sound) or da’eef (weak). 


They reported that the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: 
“Allaah created reason, and said to it, ‘Come here,’ and it came. He said to it, ‘Go 
there,’ and it went. He said, ‘By My Glory and Majesty, I have not created anything 
more noble than you. I shall reward and punish because of you.’” This hadeeth is baatil 
(false) and mawdoo’ (fabricated) according to the consensus of hadeeth scholars. 
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They narrate the words, “Love of this world is the root of all evil.” This is known from 
Jundub ibn ‘Abd-Allaah al-Bajali, but there is no known isnaad from the Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him). 


They report the words, “This world is merely a step for the believing man.” This is not 
known from the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) or from the salaf 
of this ummah or its imams. 


They report the words, “Whoever is blessed with a thing, let him stick with it” and, 
“Whoever commits himself to something, let him stick with it.” The first report was 
narrated from one of the salaf. The second report is baatil (false), for whoever commits 
himself to something may have to stick to it or he may not, according to what Allaah 
and His Messenger have commanded. 


They report that the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said, “Do 
favours for the poor, for tomorrow they will have authority, and what authority!” and, 
“Poverty is my pride and I boast of it.” Both of these are lies and are not known in any 
way in the well known books of the Muslims. 


They report that the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “I am 
the city of knowledge and ‘Ali is its gate.” This hadeeth is da’eef (weak); indeed it is 
mawdoo’ (fabricated) according to the scholars of hadeeth. It was narrated by al- 
Tirmidhi and others, but it is a lie. 


They report that the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said, “The 
poor will sit down on the Day of Resurrection, and [Allaah] will say, ‘By My Glory 
and Majesty, I did not deprive you of worldly things because you are insignificant. 
Rather I wanted to raise your status on this Day. Go to the place where the people are 
standing, and whoever gave you a piece of bread, or water to drink, or clothes to wear, 
take him to Paradise.’” The shaykh said: this report is a lie which was not narrated by 
any of the scholars of hadeeth. It is baatil (false) and goes against the Qur’aan and 
Sunnah and scholarly consensus (ijmaa’). 


They report that when the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) came 
to Madeenah, the daughters of al-Najjaar came out with daffs (hand-drums) and 
sang “Tala’a al-Badru ‘alayna min thaniyyat al-Widaa”, and the Messenger of 
Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said to them, “Shake your 
tambourines, may Allaah bless you.” The hadeeth about women beating the daff on 
joyous occasions is saheeh, and this was done at the time of the Messenger of Allaah 
(peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him), but it is not known that he said, “Shake 
your tambourines.” 
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They report that the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said, “O 
Allaah, You have brought me out of the place which is most beloved to me, so cause 
me to dwell in the place which is most beloved to You.” This hadeeth is also baatil 
(false), although it was narrated by al-Tirmidhi and others. Rather he said to Makkah, 
“You are the most beloved part of Allaah’s land to me.” And he said, “You are the 
most beloved land to Allaah.” 


They report that the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: 
“Whoever visits me and my father Ibraaheem in one year will enter Paradise.” This 
is a fabricated lie which was not narrated by any of the scholars of hadeeth. 


They report that a Bedouin prayed (quickly), pecking (like a bird) in his prayer. ‘Ali 
(may Allaah be pleased with him) said, “Do not peck in your prayer.” The Bedouin 
said, “O ‘Ali, if your father had pecked in prayer he would not have entered Hell.” 
This is a lie. 


They report that ‘Umar killed his father. This is a lie, for his father died before the 
mission of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) began. 


They report that the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said, “I was 
a Prophet when Adam was between the water and the clay. I was a Prophet when 
Adam was neither water nor clay.” This wording is false. 


They report the words, “The bed of a single man is fire. Poor is the man who has no 
woman and the woman who has no man.” These are not the words of the Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him). 


It was narrated that when Ibraaheem (peace be upon him) built the Ka’bah, he prayed 
one thousand rak’ahs in each corner, then Allaah revealed to him, “O Ibraaheem, this 
is not like feeding a hungry man or clothing a man who cannot cover his ‘awrah.” This 
is obviously a lie, and it is not known in the books of the Muslims. 


They narrate the words, “Do not despise tribulation, for it will reap the hypocrites.” 
These words are not known from the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon 
him). 


They narrate the words, “Whoever teaches his brother an aayah from the Book of 
Allaah becomes his master.” This is a lie which is not known at all in the books of the 
scholars. 


They narrate that the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said, “I 
looked at the sins of my ummah and I did not find any greater sin than that of one who 
learns an aayah then forgets it.” If this hadeeth is saheeh, what is meant is forgetting in 
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the sense of not reciting. The wording of the hadeeth is: “Among the sins of my 
ummah is that of a man to whom Allaah gave an aayah of the Qur’aan, but he 
neglected it until he forgot it.” This forgetting means turning away from the Qur’aan 
and not believing in it or acting upon it. With regard to neglecting to study it until one 
forgets it, this is a sin. 


They report the words, “One aayah of the Qur’aan is better than Muhammad and the 
family of Muhammad. The Qur’aan is the word of Allaah, revealed not created, and 
there is nothing like it.” This wording was not reported from the Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allaah be upon him). 


They report that the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: 
“Whoever learns something beneficial and conceals it from the Muslims, Allaah will 
bridle him with reins of fire on the Day of Resurrection.” A similar meaning is to be 
found in al-Sunan: the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said, 
“Whoever is asked about a matter of [Islamic] knowledge which he knows but he 
conceals it, Allaah will bridle him with reins of fire on the Day of Resurrection.” 


They report that the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said, “When 
you come to talk about disputes which took place among my companions, be quiet. 
When you come to talk about the Divine will and decree (al-gadaa’ wa ’l-qadar), keep 
quiet.” This was reported with munqati’ (broken or interrupted) isnaads. 


They report that the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said to 
Salmaan al-Farsi when he was eating grapes, “Du, du,” meaning eat them two by two. 
These are not the words of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him); 
this is baatil (false). 


They report that the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said, 
“Whoever commits zina (fornication) with a woman and she gives birth to a girl, the 
fornicator may marry his daughter who was born as a result of zina.” This was said 
by those who were not among the companions of al-Shaafa’i. Some of them attributed 
it to al-Shaafa’1, and some of the companions of al-Shaafa’i denied that he said that. 
They said, he did not state that this is permitted, but he did state that this is permissible 
in the case of radaa’ah (breastfeeding), if he breastfed from the milk of a woman who 
got pregnant as a result of zina. Most of the scholars, such as Ahmad, Abu Haneefah 
and others, are agreed that this is haraam, and this is the stronger of the two opinions 
narrated in the madhhab of Maalik. 


They report the words, “the most deserving thing for which you take payment is the 
Book of Allaah.” Yes, it is proven that [the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be 
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upon him)] said, “The most deserving thing for which you take payment is the Book of 
Allaah,” but that was in the hadeeth about ruqyah (reciting Qur’aan and du’aa’s for the 
purpose of healing), and the reward was for the recovery of that sick person, not for the 
recitation. 


They report that the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said, 
“Whoever mistreats a dhimmi (a Jew or Christian living under Islamic rule), Allaah 
will be his opponent on the Day of Resurrection” or “I will be his opponent on the Day 
of Resurrection.” This is da’eef (weak). What is known from him is that he said: 
“Whoever kills a mu’aahid (member of a kaafir nation which has a peace treaty with 
the Muslims) for no lawful reason will not smell the fragrance of Paradise.” 


They report that the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: 
“Whoever lights a lamp in the mosque, the angels and the bearers of the Throne will 
not cease to pray for forgiveness for him so long as the light of that lamp is shining in 
the mosque.” I know of no isnaad for this from the Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allaah be upon him). 


Al-Fataawa al-Kubra, 5/88-93 


Islam O&A 
Sheikh Muhammed Salih Al-Munajjid 
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Is there No Denunciation with regard to Matters 
Concerning which the Scholars Differed? 


Some people say that with regard to matters concerning which the scholars differed, the person 
who follows one of the scholarly views is not to be denounced, and they mention the principle that 
“there is no denunciation with regard to matters concerning which the scholars differed.” Is this 
principle correct?. 


Praise be to Allaah. 


This principle which some people speak of, that “there is no denunciation with regard 
to matters concerning which the scholars differed,” is not correct, and the correct view 
is that “there is no denunciation with regard to matters that are subject to ijtihaad.” 
To explain that, we have to know that the matters concerning which the scholars 
differed are of two types. 


1 — There are issues for which the ruling has been clearly stated in the Holy Qur’aan or 
the saheeh Sunnah with no opposing text, or it is narrated that there was scholarly 
consensus, although some later scholars held odd views and went against that 
consensus, or the ruling was derived by means of clear and unambiguous analogy. In 
these cases, the one who goes against the evidence is to be denounced. 


There are many examples of this kind of issue, such as: 


1. Denying the attributes of Allaah by which He praised Himself, or His Messenger 
(peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) described Him, under the guise of ta’weel 
(“interpretation”), which in fact is a distortion of the texts of the Qur’aan and Sunnah. 


2. Denying some of the true events which the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah 
be upon him) said will happen on the Day of Resurrection, such as the Balance and the 
Siraat (bridge over Hell). 


3. What some contemporary scholars say about it being permissible to take interest 
on money deposited in the bank even though this is the essence of riba which Allaah 
and His Messenger have forbidden. 


4. Saying that nikaah al-tahleel (marriage to a divorced woman with the aim of 
divorcing her in order to make her permissible for her first husband) is halaal. This is a 
false view because the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) cursed the 
one who enters into such a marriage and the one for whom it is done. 


5. Saying that it is permissible to listen to musical instruments. This is a 
reprehensible view, and there is a great deal of evidence from the Qur’aan, Sunnah and 
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opinions of the salaf (early generation) which indicates that it is false. Hence the four 
imams were unanimously agreed that it is haraam. 


6. Saying that the one who enters the mosque on Friday when the imam is giving the 
khutbah should sit down and listen to the khutbah and not pray tahiyyat al-masyjid (two 
rak’ahs to “greet the mosque”). 


7. Saying that it is not mustahabb to raise the hands during prayer when saying 
takbeer for bowing and when rising from bowing and when standing up for the second 
rak’ah. 


8. Saying that it is not mustahabb to offer the prayer for rain (istisqa’). It is proven 
in al-Saheehayn and elsewhere that the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon 
him) did that with a group of his companions. 


9. Saying that it is not mustahabb to fast six days of Shawwaal after Ramadaan. 


In these and similar cases where there is a text that clearly explains the ruling, the one 
who goes against that is to be denounced. The Sahaabah and those who came after 
them continued to denounce the one who went against sound evidence, even if that was 
based on ijtihaad. 


2 — The second type of issue is that for which there is no clear evidence on the ruling in 
the Qur’aan, Sunnah, scholarly consensus or clear analogy. 


Or there is evidence for the ruling in the Sunnah, but there is some dispute as to 
whether it is saheeh, or it does not clearly define the ruling, rather it is subject to 
different interpretations. 


Or there are texts concerning it which appear to contradict one another. 


These issues require a kind of ijtihaad and study in order to find out the ruling. 
Examples of this kind of issue include the following: 


1. The difference of opinion as to whether the Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allaah be upon him) saw his Lord in this world. 


2. The difference of opinion as to whether the dead can hear the words of the living. 


3. Whether wudoo’ is invalidated by touching one's penis or touching a woman or 
eating camel meat. 


4. Reciting Qunoot in Fajr every day. 


5. Reciting Qunoot in Witr prayer — is it done before bowing or after? 


63 


In these and similar cases where there is no clear text to explain the ruling, the one 
who does something different is not to be denounced, so long as he is following one of 
the imams and thinks that his view is correct. But it is not permissible for anyone to 
follow the scholarly view that coincides with his whims and desires, because by doing 
that one may be combining all kinds of evil. 


Not denouncing the one who acts differently in such cases does not mean that we 
should not examine or debate the matter and explain which view is more likely to be 
correct, based on the evidence. Rather the scholars, past and present, have held 
gatherings to debate and discuss such issues and the one who recognizes the truth must 
follow it. 


Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyah (may Allaah have mercy on him) said: With regard to 
matters of ijtihaad, they are not to be denounced by force, and no one has the right to 
force the people to follow him with regard to them, but he may speak of them on the 
basis of evidence. Whoever thinks that one of the two views is correct should follow it, 
and whoever follows those who favour the other view should not be denounced. 


End quote from Majmoo’ al-Fataawa (30/80). 


There follow some scholarly views which support what we have said above about this 
categorization: 


1 — Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyah (may Allaah have mercy on him) said: 


The view that there is no denunciation in matters where there is a difference of 
scholarly opinion is not correct, as denunciation is aimed either at the ruling issued by 
someone or at actions (that go against the Sunnah). 


With regard to the former, if a ruling goes against the Sunnah or ancient consensus 
then it must be denounced according to all scholars. If that is not the case then it must 
be denounced in the sense that its weakness must be pointed out. This is the view of 
those who say there can only be one correct ruling, and this is the view of most of the 
salaf and the fuqaha’. 


With regard to actions, if they go against Sunnah or consensus then they must also be 
denounced, according to the degrees of denunciation. 


But if there is no Sunnah or consensus concerning the matter and ijtihaad is valid in 
this case, then the one who acts on the basis of ijtihaad, whether he is a mujtahid or is 
following a mujtahid, is not to be denounced. 
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Rather this confusion arose because of the idea that issues concerning which the 
scholars differed are issues of ijtihaad, as some people think. The correct view, which 
is that held by the imams, is that issues of ijtihaad are those for which there is no 
evidence that must clearly be followed, such as a saheeh hadeeth which is not 
contradicted by a hadeeth of similar strength. In the absence of such evidence, ijtihaad 
is valid because there is contradictory evidence or the evidence is not clear at all. End 
quote 


Bayaan al-Daleel ‘ala Batlaan al-Tahleel (p. 210-211). 
He also said: 


With regard to matters of ijtihaad, the one who follows one of the scholars in such 
matters is not to be denounced or forsaken. The one who follows one of the two 
opinions is not to be denounced. End quote from Majmoo’ al-Fataawa (20/207). 


2 — Ibn al-Qayyim (may Allaah have mercy on him) said: 


Their view that there is no denunciation with regard to matters concerning which the 
scholars differed is not valid ... then he quoted the words of Shaykh al-Islam that we 
have quoted above, then he said: 


How can a faqeeh say that there is no denunciation with regard to matters concerning 
which the scholars differed, when the fuqaha’ of all groups have clearly stated that the 
ruling of a judge is invalid if it goes against a verse of the Qur’aan or a Sunnah, even if 
some of the scholars agree with it? But if there is no Sunnah or consensus regarding an 
issue, then ijtihaad is permissible and the one who acts on the basis of ijtihaad, whether 
he is a mujtahid or is following a mujtahid, is not to be denounced. 


There are many issues concerning which the earlier and later generations differed 
but we are certain that one of the two views concerning them is correct, such as the 
view that the pregnant woman’s ‘iddah ends when she gives birth, or that 
consummation of marriage with the second husband is a condition of a woman 
becoming permissible for her first husband (following divorce from the second), or 
that ghusl becomes necessary when penetration takes place even if there is no 
ejaculation, or that riba al-fadl (a type of usury) is haraam, or that mut’ah marriage is 
haraam, or that nabeedh (a drink made from dates) that causes intoxication is haraam, 
or that a Muslim cannot be killed in retaliation for a kaafir, or that wiping over the 
socks is permissible whether one is travelling or not, or that the Sunnah when bowing 
is to place the hands on the knees, not hold them together between the thighs, and that 
raising the hand when bowing and when rising from bowing is Sunnah, or that pre- 
emption is permitted with regard to buying land or property, or that waqf (endowment) 
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is valid and is binding, or that the diyah for all fingers and toes is the same, or that the 
hand of the thief is to be cut off for three dirhams, or that an iron ring is valid as a 
dowry, or that doing tayammum up to the wrist with one pat is permissible, or that the 
heir’s fasting on behalf of the deceased is acceptable, or that the pilgrim should recite 
the talbiyah until he stones Jamarat al-‘Aqabah, or that the muhrim may continue to 
wear perfume without applying it anew, or that the Sunnah is to say salaam in prayer to 
the right and the left by saying al-salaamu ‘alaykum wa rahmat-Allaah, al-salaamu 
‘alaykum wa rahmat-Allaah, or that the option of cancelling a deal remains until the 
two parties separate, or when a camel or sheep is retuned after having milked it, with a 
saa’ of dates must be given in return for the milk, or that there are two bowings in each 
rak’ah of the eclipse prayer, or that judgement is permissible with a witness and an 
oath, etc. And there are many more such issues. Hence the imams stated that the 
rulings of those who issued different rulings in many of these issues are invalid, 
without impugning on a personal level those who held those opinions. 


Whatever the case, there will be no excuse before Allaah on the Day of Resurrection 
for those who heard ahaadeeth and reports concerning the issue in which there were 
no contradictions, if he ignored them. End quote. 


laam al-Muwagqqi’een (3/300-301). 


3 — Ibn Qudaamah al-Maqdisi (may Allaah have mercy on him) said: No one should 
denounce anyone for following his madhhab, for there is no denunciation with regard 
to issues that are subject to ijtihaad. End quote from al-Adaab al-Shar ’iyyah by Ibn 
Muflih (1/186). 


4 — al-Nawawi (may Allaah have mercy on him) said in Sharh Muslim (1/186): 


The scholars said: The mufti and the qaadi have no right to object to the one who 
differs from them so long as he is not going against a text, scholarly consensus or 
clear analogy. End quote. 


5 — Shaykh Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Wahhaab (may Allaah have mercy on him) said: 
... If the one who said this was referring to issues of dispute, this is invalid and goes 
against the consensus of the ummah. The Sahaabah and those who came after them 
continued to denounce those who held views (contrary to the evidence) and made 
mistakes, no matter who they were, even if they were the most knowledgeable and 
pious of the people. Allaah sent Muhammad with guidance and true religion, and He 
commanded us to follow him and to forsake that which goes against that. Part of 
following him means that if a scholar goes against that by mistake, his error must be 
pointed out and he must be denounced. If what it meant by matters of ijtihaad is 
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matters concerning which the scholars differed and for which the correct view is not 
clear, then this is a valid point, and it is not permissible for anyone to denounce 
something that differs from his madhhab or the people’s customs. As it is not 
permissible for anyone to enjoin anything without knowledge, by the same token it is 
not permissible for anyone to denounce anything without knowledge. All of this is 
included in the verse in which Allaah says (interpretation of the meaning): “And follow 
not (O man, i.e., say not, or do not, or witness not) that of which you have no 
knowledge” [al-Isra’ 17:36]. End quote from al-Durar al-Saniyyah (4/8). 


6 — al-Shawkaani (may Allaah have mercy on him) said: 


This view — that there is no denunciation with regard to matters concerning which the 
scholars differed — has become the greatest means of preventing the enjoining of 
what is good and the forbidding of what is evil, which are of a high status as you 
know. It been enjoined and made obligatory upon this ummah by Allaah and His 
Messenger (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) to enjoin that which is good 
according to sharee’ah and forbid that which is evil according to sharee’ah, and the 
measure of that is the Qur’aan and Sunnah. Every Muslim should enjoin that which he 
finds is regarded as good in both or either of them, and he should forbid that which he 
finds is regarded as evil in both or either of them. 


If any scholar says something that differs from that, then his words are to be rejected 
and he is to be denounced, as is the one who follows his view. 


Secondly: 


This noble sharee’ah, in which we are commanded to enjoin that which it describes as 
good and denounce that which it describes as evil, is that which is found in the Qur'aan 
and Sunnah. End quote from al-Sayl al-Jaraar(4/588). 


7 — Shaykh Ibn ‘Uthaymeen (may Allaah have mercy on him) said, refuting those 
who said that there is no denunciation with regard to matters concerning which the 
scholars differed: 


If we were to say that there is no denunciation at all with regard to matters 
concerning which the scholars differed, then the entire religion would be lost 
because of people seeking easy options, because you can hardly find any issue in 
which there is no difference of opinion among people. 


Matters concerning which the scholars differed fall into two categories. (The first 
category is) matters of 1jtihaad in which differences of opinion are valid, in the sense 
that is a good reason for these differences of opinion. In this case the mujtahid is not to 
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be denounced, and the ordinary Muslims are obliged to follow what the scholars of 
their country say, so that the masses will not be left in confusion, because if we were to 
say to the ordinary Muslim: Follow whichever opinion you like, then the community 
would be disunited. Hence our Shaykh ‘Abd al-Rahmaan ibn Sa’di (may Allaah 
have mercy on him) said: The common folk should follow the madhhab of their 
scholars. 


The second category is matters concerning which differences of opinion are not valid 
and there is no room for ijtihaad. In this case the one who holds a different view is to 
be denounced because he has no excuse. End quote from Liga’ al-baab il- 

Maftooh (49/192-193). 


And Allaah knows best. 
See Hukm al-Inkaar fi Masaa ‘il al-Khilaaf by Dr. Fadl Ilaahi Zaheer. 


Islam O&A 
Sheikh Muhammed Salih Al-Munajjid 


= at nna oe 


Confused about which Groups and Sects are Telling the Truth 
Praise be to Allaah. 


We have discussed in many of our answers the standard by which the Muslim can 
judge the groups, sects and parties that go against Islam. We will explain it in more 
detail here. “in sha Allaah”: 


With regard to differences which you see between the Muslim nowadays, Allaah has 
not left the people confused and unable to distinguish the true from the false, rather 
Allaah has created signs by which the truth and those who are sincere may be known, 
and He has created clear evidence and proof for the correct path, from which no one 
deviates but he is doomed. 


When the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) spoke of the ummah 
splitting into seventy-three groups, he said that they would all be in Hell apart from 
one, the one which follows the same path as him and his companions. This is the 
standard, so we have no choice but follow in the footsteps of the Sahaabah (may 
Allaah be pleased with them). It is not sufficient for a person to quote a hadeeth and 
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say that it is saheeh, then use that as evidence to support his madhhab or his point of 
view according to his own understanding of that hadeeth; rather what he should do 
is to research whether the Sahaabah understood this hadeeth in this manner or not. 


This is the criterion which divides those who really follow the truth from others. This 
means referring the interpretation of Islam to our righteous forebears, the Sahaabah 
and those who followed them in truth, for they are the best and most knowledgeable of 
this ummah, as the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said. 


Anyone who examines the groups that have deviated from the Straight Path will see 
that they have confused the people by quoting a verse or a hadeeth out of context, so 
that people think that they are following the Qur’aan and Sunnah, but they cannot 
prove that this is the way in which the Sahaabah (may Allaah be pleased with them) 
understood these texts. 


Those who distort the attributes of Allaah, those who worship graves and 
circumambulate them, those who dance in dhikr, those who deny the divine will and 
decree (al-qadar), those who say that the Qur’aan was created, and other deviant 
beliefs and ways, none of them claim that his belief is the same as the belief of the 
Companions of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him). Even if 
they claim that they have a verse or hadeeth to support them, they cannot prove that 
their interpretation is the same as that of those who witnessed the revelations and heard 
the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him), namely the Sahaabah (may 
Allaah be pleased with them). 


This is an important and precise standard by means of which a person can know 
whether what he hears and reads of beliefs and ways whose proponents say is true 
guidance is in fact true or false. 


If you follow what the Salafi scholars tell you of Tawheed, fiqh and hadeeth, this is 
following true Islam, which Allaah wants for all people. The Shaytaan may come and 
tell you and whisper to you that this is taqleed (blind imitation) and is not 
permissible; undoubtedly that is the first step towards deviation from the right path. 
Allaah has enjoined upon the ordinary Muslim to ask the scholars and to follow their 
opinions and fatwas. You know that the closest of them to the right path and the truth 
are those who follow the path of the Companions of the Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allaah be upon him) in their understanding of the Qur’aan and Sunnah; they are the 
followers of the righteous Salaf. 
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The Muslim who has some measure of Islamic knowledge can find out for himself 
whether what he hears or reads is sound or not, by studying and comparing it with that 
which has been proven from the righteous salaf. 


There is no reason why the one who goes against the way of the Salaf should not be 
right in some cases, but no way or madhhab can be sound apart from the way of the 
salaf or first generations of this ummah, the Sahaabah and Taabi’een and those who 
follow them in truth. 


Everything quoted by the Salafi scholars is the view of the Sahaabah and of Sa’eed 
ibn al-Musayyib, al-Zuhri, Mujaahid, ‘Ata’, Maalik, Hammaad ibn Zayd, Hammaad 
ibn Salamah, al-Shaafa’i, Ahmad, al-Bukhaari, Muslim, Abu Dawood, and other 
prominent scholars. 


You will find that the innovators quote that which they think supports their view, 
and ignore that which clearly proves that they are wrong. You will find them 
mentioning things in their books that goes against the Sunnah, and rejecting the 
Sunnah because it goes against their books, distorting that which is stated clearly in 
the Qur’aan, describing as da’eef that which is clearly stated in the Sunnah because it 
goes against their opinions and their whims and desires, and so on. For this reason 
they are called ahl al-ahwa (people of whims and desires). 


With regard to Ahl al-Sunnah, they are more objective, they look at the Sunnah 
without any bias or preconceptions, and they give the Sunnah — if it is saheeh — 
precedence over everything else. They do not have any whims and desires that they 
follow to the extent that they reject a hadeeth or distort a verse for their sake. 


In fact there is no contradiction between the texts of the revelation, rather there may 
appear to be a contradiction in some cases. Every field of knowledge has specialized 
scholars, so in the field of hadeeth there are scholars who can explain what is saheeh 
(sound) and what is not, and can explain what is meant and dispel confusion, and 
reconcile between reports which seem to contradict one another. 


To sum up: 


The best of guidance is the guidance of Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allaah be 
upon him), and the people with the most knowledge of this guidance are the scholars 
of hadeeth, namely the righteous salaf. Those who follow them will be saved and 
those who go against them will be doomed. 


So you must adhere to this path and ask Allaah for guidance and steadfastness. 
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With regard to the questioner saying that Ahl al-Hadeeth are the “Saudi salafis”’, this 
restriction is not correct. 


Ahl al-hadeeth are not restricted to a particular country or to certain people, rather 
Ahl al-hadeeth includes everyone who follows the Sunnah of the Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allaah be upon him) and understands it correctly in accordance with 
the understanding of the Sahaabah (may Allaah be pleased with them) and those 
who follow them in truth. 


And Allaah is the Guide. 


Islam O&A 
Sheikh Muhammed Salih Al-Munajjid 


et en Se 


O my Muslim brothers, this is what I was able to compile from my teachers “Sheikh 
Muhammed Salih Al-Munajjid”’ website (islamqa.com), regarding various sects/groups 
in islaam, in order to make it more accessible to you, so that it would be clear to you, 
who are saying the truth & are on the right path, as told by our beloved prophet 


Muhammad Š). p 
Finally, I ask Allaah to grant success to this mission (Spreading the true Teachings 
of Islaam) and help make this work sincerely for His sake alone. "And my guidance 


cannot come except from Allaah, in Him I trust and unto Him I repent." 
[Al-Quran 11:88] 


I ask Allaah to show us the truth as true and help us to follow it, and to show us 
falsehood as false and help us to avoid it. 


I ask Allaah to help us all to have faith and to cause us to meet Him when He is 
pleased with us, for He is Able to do all things. Praise be to Allaah, the Lord of the 


Worlds, and may AllaahSS send blessings and peace upon our Prophet Muhammad 
and his family and companions. 


Er. Tawseef Qadir 
3 Dhul-Hijjah 1435 - 27 September 2014 
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